Ashburn City Council Work Session Meeting
Thursday December 16, 2021
6:00 P.M.

Present:  City Manager Cherysh Green-Caldwell, Mayor Lumpkin, Councilmember Rockwell, City Clerk Amanda Hill, Councilmember Smith, Councilmember Burks, Councilmember Pierce.  Councilmember Jordan was absent due to his father having surgery.

Guests:  Howard Jordan, Christie Williams with VC3-IT in a Box, Ricardo Cornejo with Davenport, Tony King with Crews & Associates, Sami Mastrario, Major Purvis, Adam Lavender, Fire Chief Turner, Police Chief Jordan, Firefighter Charles Jordan

Roll Call, Prayer by Councilmember Burks, and the pledge of allegiance were done.

City Manager Caldwell introduced Christie Williams with VC3-IT in a Box.  Christie had Jim Moore with her and they discussed comprehensive technology products and services; such as cybersecurity and computer maintenance.  Councilmember Rockwell asked how long it would take to get this up and running?  Christie said that it would depend on what phase you chose; it could take 6 to 8 weeks or 12 weeks.

City Manager Caldwell introduced three firms that were to discuss combined utility refunding revenue bonds.  Todd Barnes and Raymond James of Raymond James , Tony King with Crews & Associates, and Ricardo Cornejo with Davenport & Company.  Each firm discussed what they specialized in and why it would be best for the City to go with them.

City manager Caldwell advised that Mike Jacobs could not be here this evening.  There was a miscommunication on the City Manager’s part.

Mayor Lumpkin discussed the TIA project rebidding again for South Lee Street, Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, and Randall Whiddon.

Fire Chief Turner mentioned our new hire, Shawn Williamson.  There were no arsons this month; 4 structures and 2 wrecks.  There are still no bids for Fire Station 2.

Police Chief Jordan said that rank structures to be done in the department.  The department gave out turkeys instead of tickets in November 2021.  Police department were purchasing their own uniforms.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Adam Lavender discussed the water ,gas, and propane departments.  13,114 MCF purchased in gas, Bussey Road still has a Grade three leak.  The last 3 propane tanks on the yard have been set.  Three sewer lines were replaced, 16 sewer rods, new sewer at 130 James Avenue, and 55 locates done.  Utilities for Sedric  Carithers Drive, who is responsible for this?  We will need to follow up with Shon Hampton on this.

Solar panels need some TLC as per Adam Lavender if we want them to work.  Councilmember Burks thanked Adam and other staff for a job well done.

City Manager’s report:  EPD inspection completed, new lobby hours at city hall are 9:00 A.M. to 4:30 P.M.  Fence installed at Whitsett Park.  Board of Ethics was discussed.  FMLA and EAP at no cost to our employees.  Westview Cemetary is running out of space.  Howard Jordan discussed the Westview Cemetary and said that Sedric Carithers went as far left and right as he could.  We have maybe 100 more spots out there.   We need to look for more land to purchase.   Councilmember Burks discussed the property across from the cemetary.   Rename Cares Act monies to allow the monies to be given back to employees.

2023 LMIG grant, have to discuss the areas.  They are Hardin Avenue, Cedar Drive, Walnut Avenue, Hanner Avenue, and Akin Avenue.

Mayor Lumpkin discussed the qualifications fees for Mayor and Council.  We have the mayor’s seat and two council seats up in 2022.  The Mayor’s fee is $414.00 and the Council’s fee is $306.00.  we have to adopt the ordinance at our January 2022 meeting.

Councilmember Rockwell asked for a set rate fee for Attorney Coleman.  New Rules for alcoholic beverage licenses is that each person now has to have a criminal history done each year, as per Chief Jordan.

Motion to adjourn at 7:44 P.M. done by Councilmember Pierce and Seconded by Councilmember Burks.
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                                                                                            City Clerk


Approved this 3rd day of February 2022

________________________________
Mayor


