Ashburn City Council Work Session Meeting
Thursday, February 17, 2022
6:00 P.M.

Mayor Pro-Tem Corey Jordan opened the meeting at 6:00 P.M.

Present:  Mayor Pro –Tem Corey Jordan , City Manager Caldwell, City Clerk Amanda Hill, Councilmember Pierce, Councilmember Smith, and Councilmember Rockwell by phone.  Mayor Lumpkin was absent.

Guests:  Howard Jordan, Adam Lavender, Justin Johnson/Auditor, Jan Winter, Nicole Ranew, Fireman Charles Jordan, Ben Baker, Chief Turner, Chief Jordan, Nletta Bert

Justin Johnson, auditor with Mauldin and Jenkins Accounting Firm came to discuss our 2021 audit.  It’s their second year doing our audit.  He gave the Council two booklets to look over.  One was the Auditor’s Discussion & Analysis and the other was the actual Audit.  He advised that the City had a clean audit.  We had a net loss of $617,000 with a $100,000 fund balance.  Justin said that there needs to be 4 or 5 months of reserves, fund balance instead of 1 month as future June 30th year ends.
The enterprise funds consists of the Water/Sewer and Gas funds.  There was a loss of $9,000 in the Water/Sewer fund and a gain of $348,000 in the Gas fund.  Councilmember Pierce wanted to know if the $9,000 loss in the Water/Sewer fund was due to our computer switch over not being up and running?  City Manager Caldwell said no because this audit is for last year.  We are a year behind.
Justin Johnson asked if any of the Council had questions for him?  No questions were asked.

Adam Lavender, Superintendent over Water/Sewer/Gas/Propane gave his report on water and told us that January was not a good month.  We had some water loss.  There were no new water service taps and we still have lead and copper issues.
We purchased 8,000 MCF’s of Gas and no gas leak investigations.  We delivered 14,000 gallons of propane; good month for propane in January, with four service calls, and the bulk tank and emergency shut off still needs to be repaired.
There were no Sewer repairs and we had four sewer rods.  We had a total of 48 locates and the solar panels have not been addressed.  A 16 inch casing for sewer was put in by contractors for the County on Sedric Carithers Drive for future development.    Mayor Pro-Tem Jordan asked about the update on the Splashpad.  Mr. Lavender advised that the water meter had been replaced and only one set of sensors are working.  He has to get back with the people who put the sensors in.

Chief Jordan said that he was going to keep it short , sweet and straight to the point.  He stated that there is not a lot going on.   He discussed that we have two new cadets, Mr. KyJuan Hudson and Mr. Tony Williams.  Mr. Hudson is at the academy now and at the top of his class and Mr. Williams starts April 4, 2022.  He also mentioned a fundraiser they will be doing for the recreation department.  It will be a basketball tournament between Ashburn, Tifton, and the Turner County schools.  The entry fee will be $100 each with all  proceeds going to the Turner County Recreation department.  He invited the City Manager and the Council to enter if they would like.  There were no questions for Chief Jordan by the Council.

Chief Turner advised that In-Service started back on the 2nd of this month.  It had stopped due to COVID.  He said that they are still practicing social distancing.  Illegal burns are a problem.  They have ordered new uniforms with button up style shirts.  New radios have also been ordered.  Chief Turner has applied for a new grant for $19,299.00, for turnout gear.  The City will have to match this grant by 10%.  The fire extinguishers have been inspected and are up to date.
There were no questions for Chief Turner by the Council.

Mayor Pro-tem Jordan asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:22 P.M.  Councilmember Pierce made the motion and it was Seconded by Councilmember Smith.    Ayes:  Pierce, Jordan, Smith, Rockwell
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                                                                                                               City Clerk



Approved this 3rd day of March, 2022
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