Public Hearing
Proposed City of Ashburn FY Budget 2025-2026
Wednesday, July 2, 2025
10:00 A.M.

Present:  City Clerk/Interim City Manager Amanda Hill, Mayor Sandra Lumpkin, Councilmember Andrea Pierce, Councilmember Jonathan Perry, and Finance Clerk Lynn Hewitt

Guests: Sami Mastrario, Christy Casimiro

Mayor Lumpkin advised that this was a public hearing to discuss the FY Budget 2025-2026.  The Mayor discussed each department budget one by one.  Councilmember Pierce wants evaluations done for the employees when they get the bonus check in July and the Christmas Bonuses.  City Clerk Amanda Hill said that she thought evaluations were usually done when an employee got a raise.

Vehicle and building insurance are increasing by 24.8%.  Mayor Lumpkin wanted to know if we could shop around.  Our current insurance has been renewed after June 30, 2025.  We had to renew so that we would remain covered, but we can start shopping around now.

Councilmember Pierce wants the Council travel and conference increased to $20,000.  She also wanted to know if the July bonuses were included in this budget.  Lynn Hewitt said yes, they had been included.

Propane is way down due to our shortcomings in September 2021, when the computer system was down.  We lost a lot of customers.  Lynn Hewitt suggests that we get rid of propane.

Director of Public Safety’s department is getting a used car fully equipped.  The fire department is getting 22 cylinders that they are desperately in need of.  When Jamie Turner was here, he bought turnout gear for everyone.  A fire truck is needed.   We can look into purchasing one and pay the payments out of the SPLOST account.  We have four quotes in the office for a new fire truck as of now.  We will discuss this at a council meeting.

Lynn Hewitt discussed he Street, Water, and Gas departments having a fleet incorporated into this budget to try and retire vehicles before they get too old.

Councilmember Perry wants to know if the library can have an increase.  If we make an amendment, it can’t be done until January 2026.  Councilmember Pierce says that the amendment must be made six months after the budget is approved.

The Kubota tractor is enroute to the city and the old tractor has been repaired.

Councilmember Pierce mentioned the Youth Resource Center for housing citizens after a storm.  Councilmember Perry said that we would need to think about the liability side.

Mayor Lumpkin questioned the increase in water salaries going from $88,700 to $181,755.

It is costing us more to keep propane.

Councilmember Jonathan Perry will make a motion for an increase to the library’s amount given to them by the city.  Library director Christy Casimiro thanked the city for the amount already budgeted.

Councilmember Pierce wants to know the increase from Hiperweb to Edmunds.  

Mayor Lumpkin asked if there were any more questions concerning the budget.

There being none, Mayor Lumpkin ended the public hearing at 10:55 A.M.


                                                                                            _________________________________
                                                                                            City Clerk

Approved this 7th day of August 2025

____________________________________
Mayor





