Ashburn City Council
Thursday, December 7, 2023
6:00 P.M.

Present:  Mayor Sandra Lumpkin, City Manager Daryl Hall, City Clerk Amanda Hill, Councilmember Andrea Pierce, Councilmember John Burgess, Councilmember Jermaine Rockwell, Attorney Gary Lamar, Councilmember Sheldon Smith, and Councilmember Corey Jordan who came in late

Guests:  Howard Jordan, Shon Hampton, Richard Purvis, Ben Baker, Albert Shephard, Brad Christian, Richie Brock, Rosemary Hall, Officer Kevon Kendrick, James Wise, Shikina Wilson, Roderick and Gloria Sims, Chuck Bobo, Ashley Miller, Patrick Chevers, Richard Chatfield, Blake Christian, John Y Christian, Buster Felton, Chuck Martenn

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Lumpkin.  The Invocation was done by Councilmember Pierce followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  Roll Call was done.  

Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to approve the agenda with amended changes to let the speaker go after number 13 instead of being number 15 and allowing Shon Hampton to speak about GEFA and LMIG.  Councilmember Burgess wanted to know “ what was the purpose of moving the speaker”?  Councilmember Pierce said that the Mayor wanted it done.  Councilmember Pierce made a motion to amend the Agenda by moving the speaker to number 13 and allowing Shon Hampton to discuss GEFA and LMIG.  Councilmember Rockwell made the Second.       Ayes:  Pierce, Rockwell, Smith, Jordan 
                                        Nays:  Burgess
The motion carries.

Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes from November 2, 2023.  Councilmember Pierce made the motion and Councilmember Rockwell made the Second.     Ayes:  Pierce, Rockwell, Burgess, Jordan, Smith

Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to approve the Called Meeting Minutes from November 8, 2023.  Councilmember Rockwell made the motion and Councilmember Smith made the Second.       Ayes:  Rockwell, Smith, Jordan, Burgess, Pierce

Attorney Lamar discussed the Resolution to amend the minutes of the June 1, 2023 meeting where we adjourned for Executive Session but did not tell why we were going into Executive Session.  Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to approve the adoption of the Resolution stating the reason for our Executive Session as being discussion of  potential litigation under O.C.G.A. 50-14-2.  Councilmember Pierce made the motion to approve the Resolution and Councilmember Rockwell made the Second.      Ayes:  Pierce, Rockwell, Smith, Jordan, Burgess

Mayor Lumpkin asked Purvis to discuss the Turner County Hazard Mitigation Plan Resolution.  He said that this was originally discussed in November of 2023.  He advised that this plan is updated every five (5) years.  It is done to allow local governments to remain eligible for Federal mitigation funding.  Councilmember Pierce made a motion to approve the Turner County Hazard Mitigation Plan Resolution and Councilmember Rockwell made the Second.
Ayes:  Pierce, Rockwell, Burgess, Jordan, Smith

City Manager Hall discussed the GMA Defined Benefit Retirement Plan Restatement Plan.  He said that we are just approving a correction to the plan that GMA wants our approval on concerning federal laws and guidance under IRS Notice 2020-14.
Councilmember Pierce made the motion to approve the GMA Defined Benefit Retirement Plan Restatement and Councilmember Burgess made the Second.
Ayes:  Pierce, Burgess, Jordan, Smith, Rockwell

Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to approve Pancho’s II Cantina & Grill LLC/Wilmer Vega located at 840 Shoneys Drive for Beer/Wine on Premise Consumption and Distilled Spirits on Premise Consumption.  Councilmember Rockwell made the motion to approve the Beer/Wine on Premise Consumption and Distilled Spirits on Premise Consumption.  Councilmember Pierce made the Second
Ayes:   Rockwell, Pierce, Smith, Burgess, Jordan 
Shon Hampton discussed the lead grant that the City received.  Councilmember Burgess wanted to know what it was going to cost the City?  Shon Hampton said zero with no match.  This grant is not to be paid back.  Councilmember Burgess made the motion to approve the GEFA Lead Grant Resolution and Councilmember Pierce made the Second.       Ayes:  Burgess, Pierce, Jordan, Rockwell, Smith 
Shon Hampton updated us on the LMIG Project.  Bids will be opened thirty (30) days from today.  The roads are in the Hannerville area and include Hanner, Kennedy, and Barber.  The roads can be shifted if needed.  We arrived at the $120,000 because former City Manager Caldwell banked the money for two years to let us have more to use.  We can apply again in 2024.  The amount awarded for LMIG in 2022 was $58, 859.10; in 2023 it was $60,000 and some change; in 2024 , it will be around $67,000; with a ten percent match.
Shon Hampton discussed the GEFA Sewer Project.  We had five bidders to bid on the project with Inliner Solutions LLC being the low bidder at $1, 263, 835.  All the sewer lines will be videoed and rehabbed if any are leaking.  This will be done on Jackson, East on Cleveland, and West on Hudson.  City Manager Hall said that EPD is not asking us to do this, they are now telling us to get this done.  Patrick Chevers , from the audience, asked a question?   Mr. Chevers will speak with Shon Hampton after the meeting is over.  Shon Hampton said that we need to approve the Resolution and award the project to the low bidder.  Councilmember Rockwell made the motion to award the bid for $1, 263,835 to Inliner Solutions LLC for the GEFA Sewer Project and Councilmember Burgess made the Second.            Ayes:  Rockwell, Burgess, Pierce, Jordan, Smith
City Manager Hall discussed the SPLOST.  He said it was a six year term and should have been voted on in November 2023.  We missed that deadline but have been granted an extension by the State.  The County will call a group meeting sometime next week.  We need a list of items that we want done on the SPLOST Referendum.  Councilmember Burgess wanted to know who dropped the ball?  City Manager Hall said that we all did;  the County, and the Cities.
Chuck Martenn came up to speak to the Council concerning Orchard Hill Trailer Park.  He said that the City is not maintaining the roads in the trailer park.  He also mentioned construction material being picked up from a house on West Madison Avenue by the City workers.  He said that if he placed construction material out by the road, he would get a call saying get it up or you will be going to court.  He just wants people treated fairly.
Councilmember Burgess addressed the issue of Chuck Martenn talking about construction material not being picked up for everyone.  Councilmember Burgess said that he did not tell anyone to pick up the trash from his property on West Madison Avenue.  He also said that no construction material was in that trash.  He told Mr. Martenn that he did not even live in Turner County but Lee County instead.  He called him a slum-lord and said that he would not ask anyone to live in something that he would not live in. 
Councilmember Smith discussed accountability for the City.  He was referring to blighted properties and slum lords.  He said that it should not matter what your status is, you should be held accountable.
Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to enter into Executive Session at 6:44 P.M. for the purpose of discussing Real Estate and Litigation.  Councilmember Pierce made the motion to go into Executive Session to discuss Real Estate and Litigation and Councilmember Smith Seconded.            Ayes:  Pierce, Smith, Burgess, Rockwell, Jordan 
We returned to our regular meeting at 7:17 P.M. and Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to adjourn at 7:18 P.M.  Councilmember Pierce asked for a motion to adjourn and Councilmember Jordan made the Second.                     Ayes:  Pierce, Jordan, Burgess, Smith, Rockwell


                                                                                       _____________________________________
                                                                                       City Clerk 

Approved this 4th day of January 2024
_________________________________
Mayor






