Ashburn City Council Meeting
Thursday, November 7, 2024
6:00 P.M.

Present:   Councilmember Corey Jordan, Councilmember John Burgess, Councilmember Andrea Pierce, Mayor Sandra Lumpkin, City Clerk Amanda Hill, City Manager Daryl Hall, Councilmember Jermaine Rockwell, Councilmember Sheldon Smith, City Attorney Winston Denmark 

Guests:  Public Safety Director Richard Purvis, Charles Jordan, Howard Jordan, Mr. and Mrs. Jackie Johnson, Shon Hampton, Ben Baker, Rose Mary Hall, Jonathan Perry, Angela Tye, Albert Shephard, Major Troutman, Kelly Dawsey

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Lumpkin at 6:00 P.M. followed by a moment of silence and the invocation done by Councilmember Pierce. The Pledge of Allegiance was done followed by an attendance call.

Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to approve the agenda.  Councilmember Rockwell motioned to approve the agenda and Councilmember Smith made the Second.
Ayes:  Rockwell, Smith, Pierce, Jordan, Burgess
Motion carries

Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to approve October 3, 2024, regular meeting minutes.  Councilmember Rockwell made a motion to approve October 3, 2024, regular meeting minutes and Councilmember Smith made the Second.
Ayes:  Rockwell, Smith, Pierce, Jordan, Burgess
Motion Carries

Speaker appearance was done by Charles Jordan to discuss opening a sports bar on Hardin Avenue.  He wants to get the support of the Mayor and Council.  He needs to apply for his licenses and Mayor Lumpkin told him as soon as he did this, they would move on from there.

Shon Hampton, with Watkins & Associates LLC, discussed the bid tabulations for Sanitary Sewer Easement Clearing and Sanitary Sewer Manhole Repair.  The city was awarded a $1.8 million grant.  Shon Hampton suggests that we award the sewer easement clearing project to Buck Run Preserves for $46,515.00.  Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to accept the bid of $46, 515.00 from Buck Run Preserves for the Sanitary Sewer Easement Clearing.  Councilmember Rockwell offered the motion to award Buck Run Preserves the contract at $46, 515.00 for Sanitary Sewer Easement Clearing.  Councilmember Smith made the Second.
Ayes:  Rockwell, Smith, Pierce, Jordan
Nays:  Burgess

Shon Hampton said that Popco was the low bidder for the Sanitary Sewer Manhole Repair at $146, 630.00.  Councilmember Burgess had a lot of questions.  He does not feel that the city needs to rush and get all these things done.  Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to offer the bid contract to Popco at $146, 630 for the Sanitary Sewer Manhole Repair.  Councilmember Rockwell offered the motion to offer the bid contract to Popco for $146, 630.  Councilmember Smith made the Second.
Ayes:  Rockwell, Smith, Pierce, Jordan, Burgess 
Motions Carries

Mayor Lumpkin veto’d the Keep Georgia Beautiful Grant that Councilmember Smith discussed at last month’s meeting because she did not like the way it was obtained.  Councilmember Jordan asked what the stipulations were.  The Council were supposed to come up with stipulations if they didn’t agree with the plan that Councilmember Smith provided.  Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to accept the Keep Georgia Beautiful Grant as is with no stipulations.  Councilmember Rockwell made the motion to accept the Keep Georgia Beautiful Grant.  Councilmember Smith made the Second.
Ayes:  Rockwell, Smith The mayor stated that the motion carried.
No other council voted either way.

The twenty-five-dollar administrative fee that was being collected if a customer’s name made the disconnect list was discussed.  Councilmember Rockwell said that he was against the fee.  Councilmember Burgess said that he was against the fee as well.  Councilmember Rockwell motioned to amend the water plan to delete the $25 administrative fee.  Councilmember Smith made the Second.
Ayes:  Rockwell, Smith, Burgess, Jordan, Pierce

Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to go into Executive Session at 6:33 P.M.  Councilmember Pierce made a motion to enter into Executive Session to discuss personnel and real estate.  Councilmember Burgess made the Second.
Ayes:  Pierce, Burgess, Jordan, Smith, Rockwell

We returned from Executive Session at 7:18 P.M.  Mayor Lumpkin turned the floor over to Councilmember Rockwell.  He made a speech about our police department making citizens not feel safe.  He stated that citizens should be able to call the police and feel safe.  He made a motion to suspend Public Safety Director Purvis without pay until further notice.  The motion died for lack of a Second.

Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:21 P.M.  Councilmember Rockwell motioned to adjourn the meeting at 7:21 P.M. and Councilmember Jordan made the Second.


                                                                                             ______________________________________
                                                                                             City Clerk


Approved this 5th day of December 2024

________________________________________
Mayor

 

