ASHBURN CITY COUNCIL MEETING
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2025
6:00 P.M. 90/90
1.) Call to Order by Mayor Pro-Tem Andrea Pierce.
2.) Moment of Silence and Invocation led by Council Member Jonathan Perry.
3.) Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Pro-Tem Andrea Pierce.
4.) Roll Call led by City Clerk and Interim City Manager Amanda Hill
· Council Member John Burgess – Present.
· Council Member Corey Jordan – Present.
· Council Member Andrea Pierce - Present.
· Council Member Sheldon Smith - Present.
· Council Member Jonathan Perry – Present.
· Mayor Sandra Lumpkin – Not Present.

Guests Included: Howard Jordan, Sami Mastrario, Ashley Miller, City Attorney Winston Denmark, Public Safety Director Richard Troutman, Officer Rowan, Parley and Linda Clark, Corine Carter, Regina Singletary, Ben Walker, Albert Shepherd, Laken Hughes.

5.) Mayor Pro-Tem Andrea Pierce requested a motion to approve the 11-6-25 Agenda. Council Member Jonathan Perry offered a motion to approve the agenda, Council Member John Burgess offered a second; All in favor, Aye; Nayes, none, motion carried. (Ayes- Burgess, Jordan, Smith, Perry)
6.) Mayor Pro-Tem Andrea Pierce, we have a special exception zoning request for a Bed & Breakfast/Air BNB. The Greater Turner County Planning Advisory Commission, Regina Singletary please come forward. Ms. Singletary thanked the council for having them and went to on to say that they are there on behalf of Parley and Linda Clark, application CASE-25-01 for a special exemption for a Bed & Breakfast/Air BNB, the application meets all of the criteria from the City of Ashburn’s Zoning Ordinance. The property is located at 606 North Main Street here in Ashburn, it is zoned R20 Single Family Residential, it is also located in the historical district. Mr. & Mrs. Clark would like to open up one or two of their spare bedrooms to be rented out to guests. They meet the parking requirements and are ADA Compliant. All of the proper postings at the property and in the Wiregrass Farmer were run for two weeks. Ms. Singletary’s office has not received any calls pertaining to this application. With limited questions from the Council and answered by Ms. Singletary, Mayor Pro-Tem Andrea Pierce requested a motion to approve with Council Member John Burgess offering a motion and Council Member Sheldon Smith offering a second. All in favor, Aye (Perry, Smith, Jordan & Burgess) Nayes-none. Motion Carried.
7.) Mayor Pro-Tem Andrea Pierce- Next we have a special guest speaker, Mr. Ben Walker. Mr. Walker was reminded by Mayor Pro-Tem Andrea Pierce that he has five minutes to speak. As Mr. Walker made his way to the podium, he questioned why Mayor Sandra Lumpkin was not present as he said he had spoken to her earlier in the day. Once at the podium Mr. Walker asked how many applications were received for the City Manager’s position and how many were white and how many were black that were put in.
-Mayor Pro-Tem Andrea Pierce stated that the Council narrowed it to six and then to three and interviewed the top three. 
-Mr. Walker- I want to know how many black and how many white were interviewed for the job.
-Mayor Pro-Tem Andrea Pierce- replied that it is discrimination and we can’t go off that.
-Mr. Walker stated that he is a regular person and I want to know, I can ask the question.
-Mayor Pro-Tem Andrea Pierce replied, “You will have to reach out to HR. 
-Mr. Walker asked if HR is at the meeting.
-Council Member Sheldon Smith replied there was one white applicant.
-Mr. Walker, the reason I ask this is because the last five City Managers have all been black. He continued to say that he knows for a fact there were other applications that were white were better qualified than the ones we continue to put in these seats. He asked, are y’all voting black because you are black, or are you just voting because you want to put someone in the seat? The City Manager job is a very important job and I’m not saying that she isn’t capable of doing the job, I just know she isn’t as educated as others that put in for the job, I do know that.
-Council Member John Burgess- spoke up saying they took all the applications and reviewed them and each Council Member chose applicants they liked, and it was narrowed down to six and then to three and a decision was made. We did things the way we were supposed to.
-After a continued exchange between Mr. Walker and Council Member John Burgess, Council Member Burgess named off a list of several City Managers and said Mr. Walker did not like any of them. 
-Mr. Walker replied that no, he did not because they were everyone picked by y’all, the black people. 
-Mr. Walker then asked how many degrees does Amanda have?
-Council Member Burgess asked Mr. Walker how many degrees does he have?
-Mr. Walker replied none; But I’m a smart man. The discussion continued with Mr. Walker saying that Amanda is not qualified for the job, she was doing just fine in the job she was in and should not have been promoted to a job she is not qualified for. She should have been left where she was, she was doing a fine job.
-Council Member John Burgess stated that everyone we have that does a good job, Mr. Walker wants them gone.
-Mr. Walker continued with accusations toward the Council at which point the County Attorney, Winston Denmark directed Mayor Pro-Tem Andrea Pierce that Mr. Walker’s time was up. Mayor Pro-Tem Andrea Pierce stated as per the City Attorney your time is up. Mr. Walker continued to speak, and Police Chief Troutman stood and requested that Mr. Walker take his seat. Mr. Walker continued to speak and was again asked to take his seat by Police Chief Troutman. After a few more words, Mr. Walker proceeded to his seat in the gallery.
8.) Mayor Pro-Tem Andrea Pierce moved on to the next item on the agenda, guest speaker Lakevia Harris, asking if Ms. Harris was present. Ms. Harris was not present.
9.) Mayor Pro-Tem Andrea Pierece, next on the agenda is the FLEX Program-Business License Ordinance, 
addressing City Manager Amanda Hill for details. Ms. Hill stated pertaining to the FLEX program, we agreed to do a mock license for them, but Mr. Washington said we need to make an ordinance. We can’t just do a mock, we have to make an ordinance stating that we are not charging the administrative fees, the council voted on it, but we have to do an ordinance to that effect.
Mayor Pro-Tem Andrea Pierce, we need a motion on the floor to do an ordinance for the Flex Program.
Council Member Corey Jordan offered a motion with a second from Council Member Jonathan Perry. All in favor-Ayes (Perry, Burgess, Jordan, Smith) Any Opposed-None, Motion Carried.

10.)   Mayor Pro-Tem Andrea Pierce moved on to the Municipal Technology Fee Ordinance. She asked City Manager Amanda Hill to speak about this. Ms. Hill stated that we have to make a new ordinance because the one that we have is not good. The Council voted on it but, it wasn’t voted in the right way, it has to be advertised. If Mr. Washington was here, he could explain it more. We have to make the ordinance and advertise it in order to do it the right way. 
- Mayor Pro-Tem Andrea Pierce- I need a motion on the floor to make an ordinance and advertise for the Municipal Court Technology fee ordinance.  Council Member John Burgess offered a motion with Jonathan Perry offering a second. Mayor Pro-Tem Andrea Pierce - All in favor (Perry, Burgess and Smith) Any Opposed? Council Member Corey Jordan. Motion Carried with one Opposed, Council Member Corey Jordan.
11.)  Mayor Pro-Tem Andrea Pierce, next on the agenda we have Meals on Wheels Rate Increase. Mayor Pro-Tem Andrea Pierce addressed City Manager Amanda Hill to explain. Ms. Hill stated that she received an email from RMS stating that they have not received a rate increase in several years, so Starting November 1st, 2025, the Meals will increase from $1.75 to $15.00 per meal.  This is for delivery and does not cover the ones that eat at the Senior Center. We just need to know how the Council wants to proceed, if y’all want to proceed.  Mayor Pro-Tem Andrea Pierce asked if there are any questions? Council Member Jonathan Perry asked any reason why it jumped up so much? City Manager Amanda Hilll stated they didn’t say, other than they haven’t had an increase in several years. Council Member Perry asked all they do is deliver the meals. How many do they deliver? City Manager Amanda Hill said I’m not sure. Council Member Jonathan Perry asked 15, 20, 50? City Manager Amanda Hill stated again she isn’t sure. Mayor Pro-Tem Andrea Pierce stated she has two Council members to her left that want to table it until they have more information. Council Member Jonathan Perry said especially the number of meals they deliver. Mayor Pro-Tem Andrea Pierce stated this item is tabled.
12.) Mayor Pro-Tem Andrea Pierce, the next item on the agenda is the Burial Plot Mishap. City Manager Amanda Hill was asked to cover this matter, Ms. Hill stated that this stems from a cemetery plot that was sold twice. It was sold first in March then again in May. The person purchased one plot in the office in May and then when they went to the cemetery, they saw another plot they liked better and switched spots; this should have never been allowed to happen. So, that is where we are now, the person that had the spot first wants the person that was buried in that spot dug up and moved, and we are probably looking at a lawsuit.  Council Member Jonathan Perry asked how this could happen and City Manager Amanda Hill explained procedure and said this time it was not followed for whatever reason and the space was marked as available. City Attorney Winston Denmark spoke up to say this is a situation where we need to discuss this privately as we are facing exposure here, so let’s discuss this at a later time.
13.) Mayor Pro-Tem Andrea Pierce moved on to the next item the Proclamation for Jack Smith, the deceased Postal Carrier; I need a motion on the floor to make the proclamation, there is a copy of the proclamation in your packets. The council took time to read it and then Mayor Pro-Tem Andrea Pierce requested a motion again.  Council Member John Burgess made the motion with a second from Council Member Corey Jordan. Mayor Pro-Team Andrea Pierce asked all in favor, Aye (Burgess, Jordan, Smith, Perry) Any opposed- None, Motion Carried. Mayor Pro-Tem Andrea Pierce then read the Proclamation for the audience in the gallery, upon finishing she stated Motion Carried.
14.) Mayor Pro-Tem Andrea Pierce, moving on to the next item -- Council Member Jonathan Perry spoke up to say I am sorry to interrupt, but did we vote to approve the minutes form the October 2, 2025, meeting? Mayor Pro-Tem Andrea Pierce said yes, we did, I asked for a motion to approve the agenda and the minutes, but I guess it wasn’t clear. Council Member Jonathan Perry said I think we just voted on the agenda and not the minutes. Mayor Pro-Tem Andrea Pierce said I will go back and request a motion to approve the minutes of October 2, 2025, Regular City Council meeting. Council Member Corey Jordan offered the motion with a second from Council Member Sheldon Smith. All in favor Ayes (Perry, Jordan, Burgess, Smith), Any Opposed None, Motion Carried.
15.) Mayor Pro-Tem Andrea Pierce, I need a motion to close our Regular Meeting and move into Executive Session for Personnel 50-14-3 (b) (2). Council Member Corey Jordan- I offer a motion to close out the regular session and move into Executive Session for 50-14-3 (b) (2). Council Member John Burgess offered a second. Mayor Pro-Tem Andrea Pierce All in favor Aye (Perry, Smith, Burgess, Jordan), any Opposed-None, Motion Carried.
Mayor Pro-Tem Andrea Pierce, at this time we will ask everyone to step outside, and we will re-convene to Regular Session at the end of Executive Session and will allow everyone to come back in.
Regular Session resumed at 6:35 p.m. on 11/6/2025.
Mayor Pro-Tem requested that the doors be opened, and the guests invited back in as they returned to Regular Session. She welcomed everyone back into the gallery and proceeded to request a motion be put forth to approve the salary discussed in Executive Session for City Manager Amanda Hill. Council Member John Burgess offered a motion to approve the salary for City Manager, Amanda Hill, this was followed by Council Member Jonathan Perry offering a second. Mayor Pro-Tem Andrea Pierce- All in favor Aye (Burgess, Jordan, Smith, Perry), any Opposed-None, Motion Carried.
Mayor Pro-Tem Andrea Pierce requested a motion to adjourn the meeting, City Council Member John Burgess offered a motion with Council Member Jonathan Perry offering a Second, Motion Carried, the meeting was adjourned at 6:40 p.m.
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