[bookmark: _GoBack]Ashburn City Council
Thursday, October 5, 2023
6:00 P.M.

Present:  Councilmember Jermaine Rockwell, Councilmember Andrea Pierce, Councilmember Corey Jordan, Councilmember John Burgess, Mayor Sandra Lumpkin, City Manager Daryl Hall, City Clerk Amanda Hill, Councilmember Sheldon Smith, and City Attorney Gary Lamar came in at 6:04 P.M.

Guests:  Ben Baker, Chief Richard Purvis, Mike Mastrario, Sami Mastrario, Jan Winter, Fire Captain James Wise, Howard Jordan, Rose Mary Hall, Calvin Wells, Christy Casimire, Odis and Grace Reese, Officer Ricky Harrelson, Officer Kevon Kendrick, Officer Valen Hollingsworth, Shylynski Smith and daughter, Tinessa Richardson, Ashley Miller, John Stevens, Roy Martin, Allen Weaver, Jerry Lewis

Meeting called to order by Mayor Lumpkin at 6:00 P.M.  A moment of silence was observed for deceased persons and bereaved families.  Invocation was done by Councilmember Pierce followed by the Pledge of Allegiance and Attendance call.

Motion made by Councilmember Rockwell to approve the Agenda and Councilmember Pierce made the Second.
Ayes:  Rockwell, Pierce, Burgess, Jordan, Smith

Motion made by Councilmember Pierce to approve the September 7, 2023 minutes and Councilmember Rockwell made the Second.
Ayes:  Pierce, Rockwell, Smith, Jordan, Burgess

Motion made by Councilmember Pierce to approve the September 13th and 27th, 2023 Called meetings minutes and Councilmember Rockwell made the Second.
Ayes:  Pierce, Rockwell, Burgess, Smith, Jordan

Rep. Carden Summers will not be here tonight due to being sent to the Perry Fair opening

Zoning Administrator, Mike Mastrario, spoke about a rezoning for application #TC23-04.  It is to be rezoned from (R8) to (R8M) to allow double wide homes on South Story Street.  Motion to approve the rezoning for Calvin Wells, TC23-04 was done by Councilmember Rockwell and Councilmember Burgess and Smith made the Second.
Ayes:  Rockwell, Burgess, Smith, Pierce, Jordan

Christy Casimire, Director of the Victoria Evans Memorial Library, since June of 2023, introduced herself to the Council.  She also introduced Kim Spencer, CEO of Coastal Plains.  Christy gave a brief history of what will be done and asked for any suggestions.

Mayor Lumpkin discussed a new member appointment to the Turner County Board of Health.  She said that one lady said that she was too busy to serve.  Mayor Lumpkin recommended Tracy McCann Edwards to be the new member representing the City of Ashburn for the Turner County Board of Health.  Mayor Lumpkin said that Mrs. Edwards said that she would be happy to serve.  Councilmember Pierce made the motion to appoint Tracy McCann Edwards to the Turner County Board of Health representing the City of Ashburn and Councilmember Rockwell made the Second.   A Roll call vote was taken and Rockwell, Smith, Pierce, Jordan, and Burgess all said “Yes”.          
Ayes:  Rockwell, Smith, Pierce, Jordan, Burgess

Councilmember Smith discussed a vibrant community. He advised that a vibrant community naturally cultivates a sense of place and attracts people and opportunities. He asked if anyone knew what was going on in the City of Ashburn on October 24, 2023?  Councilmember Pierce said that she did.  He said the groundbreaking for the new Middle-High School would be happening on the 24th of October 2023.  He discussed several other positive things that could be going on within the City.  Councilmember Smith said that no one side will benefit from revenue coming into the City, everybody will.

A motion was done at 6:21 P.M. by Councilmember Pierce to enter into Executive Session to discuss Personnel and Litigation.  Councilmember Jordan made the Second.
Ayes:  Pierce, Jordan, Burgess, Smith, Rockwell

We returned from Executive Session at 7:16 P.M.  City Manager Hall passed on a recommendation to the City Council pertaining to a reduction in force of some city employees.  One would be reduced to part-time and the other four would not be terminated, just reduced.  Councilmember Burgess made the motion to reduce one to part-time and reduce the other four employees and Councilmember Jordan made the Second.  A Roll call vote was taken and Councilmember Rockwell said “No”, Councilmember Smith said “No”, Councilmember Pierce said “No”, Councilmember Jordan said “Yes”, and Councilmember Burgess said “Yes”.  The motion died with a 3 Against and 2 For vote.

Councilmember Rockwell offered a motion for City employees to pay 25% of their health insurance effective April 1, 2024 including Elected officials.  Councilmember Pierce made the Second.
Ayes:  Rockwell, Smith, Pierce
Nays:  Burgess, Jordan

A motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:21 P.M. was done by Councilmember Pierce and Councilmember Rockwell made the Second.
Ayes:  Pierce, Rockwell, Smith, Jordan, Burgess

                             
                                                                                                        ________________________________
                                                                                                        City Clerk

Approved this 2nd day of November 2023

___________________________________
Mayor




