Ashburn City Council Meeting
Thursday, October 3, 2024
6:00 P.M.

Present:  Councilmember Andrea Pierce, Councilmember John Burgess, Councilmember Corey Jordan, Mayor Sandra Lumpkin, City Manager Daryl Hall, Councilmember Sheldon Smith, City Clerk Amanda Hill, Attorney Winston Denmark, Councilmember Jermaine Rockwell was late due to a family emergency

Guests:  Jonathan Perry and wife, Sami Mastrario, Howard Jordan, Richard Purvis, Ben Baker, Roy Martin, Angela Tye, Ashley Miller, Shylynski Johnson-Smith, Roderick Simms, Gloria Simms, Mr. Jackie Johnson, Officer Harrelson, Angela Office

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Lumpkin at 6:00 P.M. followed by a moment of silence then the Invocation by Councilmember Pierce.  The Pledge of Allegiance was then done, followed by a roll call.

Mayor Lumpkin asked for approval of the agenda with a couple of changes.  Item number nine, discuss annexation and Item number 11, discuss purchasing Phoebe property from Turner County being moved to Executive Session, O.C.G.A. 50-14-3(b)(1)(B).  Councilmember Pierce made the motion to approve the agenda with a couple of changes by adding Item number nine and Item number 11 to Executive Session.  Councilmember Burgess made the Second.
Ayes:  Pierce, Burgess, Smith, Jordan

Mayor Lumpkin asked for approval of September 5, 2024, regular meeting minutes.  Councilmember Pierce made the motion to approve September 5, 2024, regular meeting minutes.  Councilmember Jordan made the Second.
Ayes:  Pierce, Smith, Jordan, Burgess

Mayor Lumpkin asked for approval of the Alcohol Beverage License for Samjack LLC/ Jitendrakumar Patel located at 386 East Washington Avenue/Liquor Store Retail Only/Beer & Wine Retail Sale Only.  Councilmember Pierce made the motion to approve the Alcohol Beverage License for Samjack LLC/Jitendrakumar Patel located at 386 East Washington Avenue, Liquor Store Retail Only/Beer & Wine Retail Sale Only.  Councilmember Smith and Jordan both made the Second.
Ayes:  Pierce, Smith, Jordan, Burgess

Councilmember Smith discussed the Keep Georgia Beautiful Grant.  Councilmember Smith applied for this grant without the approval of the Mayor and Council.  Attorney Winston Denmark discussed this in detail.  Attorney Denmark said the grant is totally legal and the Council can accept, modify or reject it.  Councilmember Smith asked how his colleagues felt about the grant.  Mayor Lumpkin feels that the grant was not administered correctly.   Councilmember Jordan offered a motion to accept the Keep Georgia Beautiful Grant and Councilmember Pierce made the Second.
Ayes:  Jordan, Pierce, Burgess, Smith, Councilmember Rockwell was not present yet 

City Manager Hall discussed the purchase of lawnmowers for the street department from SPLOST.  He was told by Councilmember Burgess to bring another quote from the John Deere in Tifton to this meeting.    City Manager Hall got a quote for two John Deere Z970R ZTraks at $14,900 each for a total of $29,800.  This included a 27% discount from the list price with free delivery and full tanks of gas and a three year or 1,500 hour bumper to bumper warranty.  Councilmember Burgess made the motion to approve the purchase of the two mowers from John Deere and Councilmember Jordan made the Second.
Ayes:  Burgess, Jordan, Smith, Pierce

Councilmember Smith acknowledged the Coaches and students who helped with the cleanup of the city on the West side.  He said that he has something else to give them but will not do it at the meeting due to the legality of it.

City Manager Hall discussed a potential surplus property policy.  He said that we don’t have a policy in place as of now.  We need guidelines on what we need in a policy.  Councilmember Pierce had one concern that is being changed.   Councilmember Rockwell said that he does not agree with the section about relatives not being able to participate in the surplus sale. Councilmember Pierce wants each Council to look at this supposed policy and to make their own decision.  Mayor Lumpkin said that maybe the council can take a closer look at this proposed policy and make needed changes and then vote on it.

City Manager Hall discussed having all department heads get prior approval from the council before adopting a policy.  He was approached about this by one of the council members.  Councilmember Burgess does not agree with the Chief or Public Safety Director making his own policies because Purvis said that he is anti-police.  Denmark discussed this in greater detail and said that there really should be no micro-managing by the Council.   City Manager Hall said that the police and fire departments are allowed to create their own policies because of their SOP’s.  No action taken tonight as per Mayor so we can check around with other cities concerning adopting a policy.  

Councilmember Smith discussed the progress made with abandoned properties and other buildings in our city due to it being said that nothing had been done.

Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to go into Executive Session at 6:43 P.M. to discuss purchasing the Phoebe property from Turner County.  Councilmember Pierce made the motion to enter into Executive Session for discussion of purchasing the Phoebe property from Turner County.   Councilmember Jordan made the Second.
Ayes:  Pierce, Jordan, Smith, Burgess, Rockwell
We returned to regular session at 7:05 P.M. with no further discussion so Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to adjourn at 7:06 P.M.  Councilmember Rockwell made the motion to adjourn, and Councilmember Pierce made the Second.
Ayes:  Rockwell, Pierce, Smith, Burgess, Jordan 


                                                                                         ____________________________________
                                                                                         City Clerk


Approved this 7th day of November 2024

________________________________________
Mayor
  

  


