ASHBURN CITY COUNCIL MEETING
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2025
6:00 P.M. 87/87
1.) Call to Order by Mayor Sandra Lumpkin.
2.) Moment of Silence and Invocation led by Council Member Jonathan Perry & Andrea Pierce.
3.) Pledge of Allegiance led by Council Member Andrea Pierce.
4.) Roll Call led by City Clerk and Interim City Manager Amanda Hill
· Council Member John Burgess – Present.
· Council Member Corey Jordan – Present.
· Council Member Andrea Pierce - Present.
· Council Member Sheldon Smith - Present.
· Council Member Jonathan Perry – Present.
· Mayor Sandra Lumpkin – Present.

Guests Included: Howard Jordan, Sami Mastrario, Christy Casimiro, Ashley Miller, James Burgess, Edythe Washington, Jan Winter, City Attorney Representative Mr. Washington standing in for Mr. Denmark, Public Safety Director Richard Troutman, Jackie Daniels, Officer Kendrick.

5.) Mayor Sandra Lumpkin requested a motion to approve the 9-4-25 Agenda. Council Member Andrea Pierce offered a motion to approve the agenda, Council Member John Burgess offered a second; All in favor, Aye; Nayes, none, motion carried. (Ayes- Burgess, Jordan, Pierce, Smith, Perry)
6.) Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to approve the minutes for the August 7, 2025, Regular Meeting minutes, and the August 21, 2025, Called Meeting Minutes. Council Member Andrea Pierce offered a motion to approve the August 7th Regular Meeting Minutes and August 21, 2025, Called Meeting Minutes; Council Member John Burgess offered a second, all in favor, Aye; any opposed none, motion carried. (Ayes- Burgess, Jordan, Pierce, Smith, Perry)
7.) Mayor Sandra Lumpkin invited Christy Casimiro to approach the podium, Ms. Casimiro addressed the council by thanking them for their continued support and updating them that the library now has a full-time branch manager, which has led to increased hours. We are now open until 7:00 p.m. on Monday and 6:00 p.m. on the other days of the work week. We are offering things such as a game night and Bob Ross Painting classes. We are receiving many comments that it is like a breath of fresh air. I would just like to say Thank you. Mayor Sandra Lumpkin said it is a lovely library and a true asset to the community.
8.) Mayor Sandra Lumpkin-Ashley Miller is next on our agenda to discuss the Chambers Foundational Leadership and Entrepreneur X-perience. This is the fifth year with the program. We have 20 communities involved. It is essentially “Shark Tank” for high school students 9th - 12th grade.  We offer business plan workshops for them and hope to have at least ten students for the first round. They have six weeks of training.  The point of this is for the experience. We want them to experience what it is like to be a business owner. We would like to take them to City Hall to meet everyone, take pictures with the Mayor and Council, apply for a business license. It would be nice if the fee for the license could be waived, so they can get a real business license.
- Mr. Washington- We would need to look into it to make sure it is legal to do.
- Ashley Miller- The first round starts in October, and we have until the end of November to set everything up. This will be a real money exercise for them, they will have the opportunity to compete with 1st Place receiving $1,250.00, 2nd Place receiving $750.00 and 3rd Place receiving $350.00 in Prize money. First place will move forward to compete at the state level with an opportunity to win $10,000.00.
- Mayor Sandra Lumpkin- This sounds like a really great program, thank you Ashley this is a really interesting concept.
9.) Mayor Sandra Lumpkin next on the agenda are the Library Board Nominees. We need one new appointee. The board meets once every quarter. James Burgess three-year term beginning retro as of July 1, 2025; Mary Anne Wilson reappointment for a three-year term beginning July 1, 2025.  Andrea Pierce’s term is expiring, and we need one new appointee to the Library Board, we need just one, correct?
	- Christy Casmiro replied saying, yes, just the one as Mr. Burgess would be filling the position left 	vacant.
	- Mayor Sandra Lumpkin, my question to Ms. Pierce is, if she is willing to remain on the board? Or does 	the Council have someone they would like to nominate to serve?
	- Council Member Corey Jordan, I would like to nominate Andrea Pierce to remain on the Board.
	- Mayor Sandra Lumpkin, I have a nomination, do I have a second? Council Member Burgess offered a 	second; all in favor Aye, any opposed, none. (Ayes- Perry, Smith, Pierce, Jordan, Burgess) 
     10.)  Mayor Sandra Lumpkin, next on the agenda we have FLOST, who will be speaking on this? The Floating 	Homestead Local Option Sales Tax.
	- Council Member Jonathan Perry- Basically the County would like to know if we are okay with placing 	this on the ballot. We do not have to have a breakdown on it or anything, they just need our approval to 	place this on the ballot.
	- Jan Winters, Election Supervisor- I need each of the municipalities’ approval in our County to place 	this on the ballot because the city participates in getting the money.
	- Council Member Andrea Pierce - I offer a motion to approve the City of Ashburn to participate in 	putting the special option sales tax on the ballot. 
	- Mayor Sandra Lumpkin, I have a motion, do I have a second? Council Members Jonathan Perry and 	Sheldon Smith both offered Seconds. Mayor Sandra Lumpkin, I have a second, all in favor Aye, any 	opposed none, motion carried. (Ayes- Smith, Pierce, Perry, Burgess, Jordan)
     11.)  Christy Casimiro requested clarification that the City Council voted for all three members to remain in 	their seats as she will have to report back on the vote. Council Member Andrea Pierce made a motion 	to keep all three Board Members with a second from John Burgess - Council Member Andrea Pierce 	offered a motion for the Library Board to keep Mary Anne Wilson and Mr. James Burgess along with 	Andrea Pierce on the Library Board. Mayor Sandra Lumpkin, I have a motion, may I have a second? 	Council Member John Burgess offered a second, all in favor? Aye, any opposed none. (Ayes-Burgess, 	Jordan, Pierce, Smith, Perry) Motion Carried.
12.) Mayor Sandra Lumpkin, I’m going to turn this over to Council Member Andrea Pierce for discussion of a   resolution to establish a water bill payment incentive program for the months of October, November, and December. 
- Council Member Andrea Pierce- During our called council meeting we interviewed Ms. Norris, and I don’t want to take credit for the program she shared with us. I did do some tweaking to the program and would like to discuss with the Council and present this to see if we can do an incentive program for the months of October, November and December; where if you pay the water bill before the 15th of each month you will be entered into a raffle to receive a $10 credit toward your next water bill. I just need approval from the council if this is something you are willing to do, as this will not come out of city funds, but will be coming out of your own personal monetary funds. You do not have to agree to it, but the ones that do agree will contribute, the city attorney will need to review and re-word it, so that we may move forward with it.
After much discussion Mayor Sandra Lumpkin asked what is the pleasure of the Council? I object, I don’t think it is necessary, but vote.
· Council Member John Burgess offered a motion with a second from Council Member Sheldon Smith, a roll call vote was requested:
Council Member Jonathan Perry - NO
Council Member Sheldon Smith - Y	ES
Council Member Andrea Pierce - YES
Council Member Corey Jordan - YES
Council Member John Burgess - YES
· Council Member Andrea Pierce - I would like to place a motion back on the floor for the resolution for October 2025 through September 2026 for a water bill incentive with $10 Credit with personal funds from the Council for accounts paid by the 15th of the month with City Employees in charge of the raffle. 
· Mr. Washington - The funds can’t be credited, only a $10 monetary fund to the citizen, not a credit.
· Council Member Andrea Pierce - I offer a motion to accept a resolution for a $10 monetary fund be given to the citizens for the raffle, who pay their utility bills by the 15th of every month. October 1, 2025, through September 2026. Council Member Burgess offered a second, all in favor Aye, any opposition, Jonathan Perry voted NO. (Ayes- Burgess, Smith, Jordan, Pierce)
13.) Mayor Sandra Lumpkin - At this time I would like to ask for a motion to go into executive session for the discussion of personnel under 50-14-3 (b) (2). Council Member Andrea Pierce offered a motion to move into executive session for the discussion of personnel under 50-14-3 (b) (2). Mayor Lumpkin, I have a motion, may I have a second? All in favor, any opposed? (Ayes- Burgess, Perry, Smith, Jordan, Pierce) Motion Carries and the Gallery was cleared at 6:39 p.m.
14.) Mayor Sandra Lumpkin welcomed everyone back in and thanked everyone in attendance and requested a motion to adjourn the meeting. Council Member Andrea Pierce offered a motion to adjourn the meeting, and Council Member Corey Jordan offered a second.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:20 p.m.
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