Ashburn City Council Meeting
Thursday, August 3, 2023
6:00 P.M.

Present:  City Manager Daryl Hall, City Clerk Amanda Hill, Mayor Sandra Lumpkin, Councilmember/Mayor Pro-Tem Andrea Pierce, Councilmember Corey Jordan, Councilmember Jermaine Rockwell, Councilmember John Burgess, Councilmember Sheldon Smith, and Attorney Gary Lamar

Guests:  Howard Jordan, Charles Jordan Jr., Shon Hampton, Sarah Roley, Chief Richard Purvis, Ben Baker, Spencer Wynn, Ronnie Buchanan, Odis and Grace Reese, Firefighter James Wise, Shylynski Smith and Giselle Smith, Sami Mastrario, Jan Winter, Ashley Miller, Rosemary Hall, Angela Office, Roy Martin

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Lumpkin.  The Invocation was done by Councilmember/Mayor Pro-Tem Andrea Pierce followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  Attendance was then done.

Mayor Lumpkin asked for approval of the Agenda but Councilmember John Burgess wants to add number 19, policy of cars and number 20, personnel in Executive Session.  Councilmember Pierce asked City Clerk Amanda Hill if she had the proper paperwork to go into Executive session?  Miss Hill said yes.
Councilmember Jordan made a motion to approve the Agenda to include the items that Councilmember John Burgess wanted to add.  Councilmember Rockwell made the Second.
Ayes:  Jordan, Rockwell, Smith, Burgess, Pierce

Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to approve the July 6, 2023 Regular meeting minutes.  Councilmember Pierce made the motion and Councilmember Jordan Seconded.         
Ayes:   Pierce, Jordan, Burgess, Rockwell, Smith

Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to approve the July 20, 2023 Called meeting minutes.  Councilmember Rockwell made the motion and Councilmember Jordan made the Second.
Ayes:  Rockwell, Jordan, Smith, Pierce, Burgess

Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to approve the Alcoholic Beverage license for KND23 LLC/DBA Stop N Save /Mirangbhai Patel, located at 415 W Washington Avenue for beer and wine retail sale only.  Councilmember Pierce made the motion and Councilmember Jordan made the Second.      Ayes:  Pierce, Jordan, Smith, Rockwell, Burgess

Mayor Lumpkin turned the floor over to City Manager Hall so that he could discuss the Water Business Plan that we need to do for our water rate increase.  He advised that GEFA did recommend that we needed to raise our water rates due to them being too low.  Councilmember Pierce wants everyone to take a look at page eight (8).   She wanted to make them aware that if this plan was approved, they would need to redo their emergency response plan.  Councilmember Burgess wants to hold off for another year on any rate increases.  Councilmember Rockwell wants to table the water business plan.  Councilmember Rockwell offered a motion to table the water business plan and Councilmember Burgess made the Second.  Councilmember Burgess said that he will vote No and will always vote no for a rate increase.
Ayes:  Rockwell, Burgess, Pierce, Smith, Jordan

Mayor Lumpkin mentioned whether or not speed bumps or Stop signs will be placed on South Lee Street and old South Main Street.  She asked Chief Purvis to give his take on the matter.  Chief Purvis said that he would prefer 3 way stop signs.  Councilmember Jordan wants Stop signs and speed bumps on South Lee Street and old South Main.  Chief Purvis advised that if speed bumps are placed on South Lee Street and old South Main Street , he wants them placed on Whatley Drive as well due to a blind child being on that street and complaints from citizens.  Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to have speed bumps and stop signs placed on South Lee Street and old South Main Street.  Councilmember Rockwell made the motion to have the speed bumps and stop signs placed on South Lee Street and old South Main Street and speed bumps on Whatley Drive. This motion was never Seconded.  Mayor  Lumpkin then asked for another motion for the speed bumps and stop signs.  Councilmember Pierce made a motion for speed bumps and Stop signs to be placed on South Lee Street and old South Main as well as speed bumps on Whatley Drive.  Councilmember Rockwell made the Second.          Ayes:  Pierce, Rockwell, Smith, Burgess, Jordan

Shon Hampton and Sarah Roley discussed the lead and copper funding.  The EPA revised the Clean Water Act Lead & Copper Rule in 2021.  The new requirements apply to all Community (public and privately owned) water systems.   The new requirements include:  Lead Service Line Inventory, Service Line Replacement Plan, Updated Tap Sampling, New Public Education and Notification, Point of Use Device Program, Updated Source Water Corrosion Control, and Lead Service Line Replacement.   The Lead Service Line Inventory and Service Line Replacement Plan must be completed and submitted to GA EPD by October 16, 2024.  The City was tentatively awarded $192, 000 to complete the Service Line Inventory and Replacement Plan.  There are no matching funds.  Councilmember Burgess said that this was a waste of time, since it is free we need to proceed.  Watkins and Associates would do all the paperwork.  Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to file the application for the Lead and Copper Rule.  Councilmember Pierce made the motion and Councilmember Rockwell made the Second.
Ayes:  Pierce, Rockwell, Jordan, Burgess, Smith

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mayor Lumpkin asked City Manager Hall if he would discuss the Street Sweeper Repair?  Mr. Hall advised that the Street Sweeper has been in Statesboro for a while now.   The cost to fix it is $10, 466.18.   The company is not charging a storage fee as of yet, but we need to decide if we are going to let them fix it or just get it back here.   Councilmember Jordan asked Mr. Hall if we could afford to get the Street Sweeper repaired?  Mayor Lumpkin asked if we could afford not to get it repaired?    The Street Sweeper is still driveable, it would not have to be hauled back here .  The cost for repairs is $10,466.00 plus shipping and handling.  They could not say what the shipping and handling would be.  Councilmember Pierce offered a motion to have the street sweeper repaired and Councilmember Rockwell made the Second.
Ayes:   Pierce, Rockwell, Smith
Nays:  Burgess, Jordan

Mayor Lumpkin asked City Manager Hall to discuss the Alcohol License fees.  Mr. Hall explained that we already have alcohol license fees in place we are just adding a fee for the liquor store retail only.  We want to set the Liquor Store Retail Only license fee at $1,000.  Councilmember Burgess made a motion to set the Liquor Store License fee at $1, 000 per year and Councilmember Jordan made the Second.        Ayes:  Burgess, Jordan, Smith, Rockwell, Pierce

Councilmember Smith discussed several resources available by DCA.  He wanted to make the citizens aware of these.  He advised that a person could apply for rental assistance if needed.    He gave an update about the downtown area being cleaned up.  Councilmember Smith asked Mr. Hall about the downtown lights.  Mr. Hall said that we had reached out to an electrician and we are working to get the lights done as soon as possible.  Councilmember Pierce asked about the CHIP program.  The CHIP program is still not available for us because we don’t have a current audit.  Councilmember Smith wants to make a motion to give up the medical insurance provided by the City.  No motion was made because it would not affect the present Council.  
Councilmember Smith’s daughter, Giselle Smith, addressed the Council and audience about the importance of reading at an early age.  The title was “Why Is Reading Important?’   Mayor Lumpkin asked Giselle what was her favorite book to read?  She answered Goosebumps.  Councilmember Smith said that he wants to have Field Days and tours of City Hall.  He said that he has the perfect person in mind to read to the kids, Lynn Hewitt.

Councilmember Burgess spoke about what’s going on in the City.  He said that the City is being run by Poochie, Andrea Pierce, now, just like Mr. Coleman and Howard Jordan used to do.  Councilmember Burgess went on and on about things that he said were not done right by Mayor Lumpkin and she asked for a motion to have a recess.  Councilmember Pierce made the motion and Councilmember Jordan made the Second.      Ayes: Pierce, Jordan         
Nays: Rockwell, Burgess, Smith

Chief Purvis mentioned the Roberts Rules of Order and Councilmember Burgess told him to stay in his lane.  Councilmember Rockwell made the motion to move to the next item, purchase of cars.  Councilmember Pierce Seconded and Councilmember Jordan Seconded.
Ayes:  Rockwell, Pierce, Jordan, Smith, Burgess

Chief Purvis discussed the purchase of cars for the police department.  He said that his oldest cars are 2008’s. He is trying to purchase from a dealership in North Georgia where he purchased from before.  The vehicles are $37,700.00 each and will take between $12 and $15,000.00 to outfit them.  He said that he wants an amendment to his budget  to purchase the two cars.  The vehicles are Chargers.  Councilmember Rockwell made the motion to purchase the vehicles and Councilmember Burgess made the Second.  
Ayes:  Rockwell, Burgess, Smith, Pierce, Jordan
City Manager Hall asked where the money to pay for the vehicles was coming from and Councilmember Burgess said to pay for them out of the ARPA money.

Mayor Lumpkin asked Councilmember Burgess if he still needed to go into Executive Session and he said yes.  She asked for a motion for Executive Session and Councilmember Burgess made a motion to go into Executive Session for personnel reasons at 7:22 P.M.  Councilmember Jordan made the Second.      Ayes:  Burgess, Jordan, Rockwell, Smith, Pierce

We returned to Regular Session at 7:56 P.M.  Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to adjourn and Councilmember Pierce made the motion and Councilmember Burgess made the Second.
Ayes:  Pierce, Burgess, Rockwell, Smith, Jordan

After the meeting was adjourned Mr. Roy Martin was allowed to come up and speak about how he was appalled about the behavior of the Mayor and Council.  He says that a good example is not being set.  He thinks the whole body should get together and do what’s right for the City.  



                                                                              ___________________________________
                                                                              City Clerk


Approved this 7th day of September 2023

___________________________________
Mayor


                                                   



