ASHBURN CITY COUNCIL MEETING
THURSDAY, JULY 3, 2025
6:00 P.M. 85/85
1.) Call to Order by Mayor Sandra Lumpkin.
2.) Moment of Silence and Invocation led by Council Member Andrea Pierce.
3.) Pledge of Allegiance led by Council Member Andrea Pierce.
4.) Roll Call:
· Council Member Jonathan Perry – Present.
· Council Member Sheldon Smith – Present.
· Mayor Sandra Lumpkin – Present.
· Council Member Andrea Pierce - Present.
· Council Member Corey Jordan - Present.
· Council Member John Burgess - Present.
Guests Included: Freddie Broome, Ben Walker, Imogene Pierce, Howard Jordan, Sami Mastrario, Ray Holland, Mr. & Mrs. Odis Reese, Edythe Washington, Elizabeth Martin, Shylinski Smith, Officer Stubbs, Officer Kendrick, Post 98 Members, Henry Brown, Public Safety Director Troutman, Officer Rowan, Trey Pierce, New Cadets – Bolden, Lavender & Godwin, City Attorney Winston Denmark.
5.) Mayor Lumpkin called Mr. Freddie Broome from the Georgia Municipal Association forward for the presentation to Council Member Andrea Pierce. Council Member Pierce came to the podium for the presentation. Mr. Broome presented Council Member Pierce with two certificates of completion for her participation in the GMA’s Municipal Leader Community & Workplace Culture Certification Program. Mr. Broome acknowledged Ms. Pierce’s eight months of training that focused on impactful leadership, finance management and community economic development. Each participant in the program had to complete a Capstone Project. Council Member Pierce’s project focused on developing a youth council involving the JROTC. Mr. Broome said the program attempts to get leaders to be more understanding and more involved in their communities, therefore being more impactful. Ms. Pierce was one of 80 members completing both programs. Once the presentation was complete Mayor Lumpkin expressed how thankful and proud the city is to have Council Member Pierce and what an asset she is to our community and the city.
6.) Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to approve the agenda. Council Member Pierce offered a motion to approve the agenda with amendments including a thank you card from Mr. Howard and Charles Jordan, Public Safety Director Troutman’s introduction of our new officer and cadets, along with Council Member Andrea Pierce receiving the hard copy of the proclamation. Council Member Burgess and Jordan both gave a second, all in favor Aye? Ayes: Burgess, Pierce, Smith, Jordan, Perry. Any opposed? None, motion carried.
7.) Mayor Lumpkin acknowledged Ben Walker, Mr. Walker addressed the Mayor and Council from the gallery. Mr. Walker stated his is very simple, I would like to ask what the requirements are and how many people may live in a house, and I’d like to know if we can put a dedicated gate up; Roger has things out that make the city look bad all the time. Others have gates and a fence, so it doesn’t show. Maybe the city can get with Roger about putting something up so that the sofas and stuff don’t show, put a gate around it. Riding around and looking you wouldn’t know it’s supposed to be the 4th of July coming up, you just wouldn’t know it. We have someone that’s supposed to do it, right? The city has someone to inspect the yards & cars and make sure the yards are up to par? 
Mayor Lumpkin – You mean like a Compliance Officer?
Mr. Walker – Yes, do we have one?
Mayor Lumpkin – Yes Sir, we do; Mr. Joe Jimerson.
Mr. Walker – As a citizen taxpayer I don’t know if he is full time or part-time, but the way the City of Ashburn is looking, we need a full-time. Some of the Council Members, Leaders don’t seem to care, they are just getting a check or what, but some need to give the check back.  I hear Sheldon hollering he needs help, and I see why he needs help. I rode this place and I’m here to tell you the city looks bad. If they are here just for a check, we need folks that want to make Ashburn great again & I’m Done.
Mayor Lumpkin – Thank you Mr. Walker, I hear what you are saying. I understand and I think it is something that this Council can address. We do have a Compliance Officer; he’s under the direction of the City Manager; Mayor Lumpkin requested clarification saying the compliance officer should be under the direction of Chief Troutman. 
Amanda Hill (Interim City Manager) – Spoke up to say that when Cherysh was the City Manager, she placed the Compliance Officer under the City Manager.
Mayor Lumpkin – Well unfortunately we don’t have a City Manager at this time.
Mr. Walker – Spoke up to say not that Amanda isn’t doing a good job, but we have five Council Members, and you can’t blame it on a City Manager when we don’t have one. They should be able to do something, need to hire a City Manager no matter what color they are, the city needs a manager.
Mayor Lumpkin – Thank you Mr. Walker, we will take your remarks under consideration I assure you.

Council Member Smith and Council Member Burgess addressed the issues brought forth by Mr. Walker and Mayor Lumpkin thanked both Council Members and said that what they have said is something we may need to take into consideration, and I appreciate your thoughts on the matter.

8.) Mayor Lumpkin requested a motion to approve the meeting minutes from the June 5, 2025, meeting. Council Member Pierce offers the motion to approve the June meeting minutes, Mayor Lumpkin, I have a motion, do I have a second? A second from Council Member Burgess; Mayor Lumpkin all in favor Aye? Ayes: Pierce, Burgess, Smith, Perry, Jordan. Any opposed? None, motion carried.
Mayor Lumpkin – Before we go any further, I would like to make you aware of a lovely note we received from the family of the late Mr. Joseph Jordan Sr., and the Jordan family. Howard & Charles Jordan and their 16 siblings, thanking the City of Ashburn for our love and support in their loss.
Mayor Lumpkin – Chief Troutman if you will please introduce the new hires. 
Chief Troutman – Good evening, everyone, I would like to take this time to introduce our new hires and cadets.  We are missing 2 today, we have our new cadets, they will be starting the Academy on Monday, Cadet Bolden, Cadet Lavender and Cadet Godwin. We also have Officer Stubbs, he is a five-year veteran from the Cordele Police Department, he has received several accommodations, and we are pleased to have him. Please wish our cadets luck as they go to the Academy beginning next week.
Mayor Lumpkin – Thank you.
Council Members – All stepped forward to greet and welcome the new officer and cadets.
Mayor Lumpkin – Ms. Hill, please step forward.
Ms. Amanda Hill (Interim City Manager) – Stepped forward along with Council Member Andrea Pierce for the presentation of the hard copy of the proclamation made at the June 5, 2025, meeting.
Ms. Hill – This is the proclamation that was made at last month’s meeting, we did not have the hard copy, but we do have it today and we would like to present it to Council Member Andrea Pierce.
Mayor Lumpkin – Thank you Ms. Pierce you are an asset.
9.) Mayor Lumpkin moved on to the 2025/2026 Budget, I hope you all have looked at it as we have to approve it now; any questions or comments if you have any, now is the time, if not I will ask for a motion to approve. Council Member Pierce offered a motion to approve with a second from Council Member Burgess. Mayor Lumpkin all in favor Aye? Ayes: Pierce, Burgess, Smith, Perry, Jordan. Any opposed? None, motion carried.
10.) Mayor Lumpkin next on the agenda is the approval of the Beer and Wine License, Retail Only for B&P Food Mart, Inc, located on South Main Street. Is there a rep from this business here? If not, I will then request a motion to approve. Council Member Pierce asked Chief Troutman if everything checked out; Troutman answered yes. Council Member Pierce offered a motion to approve; Council Member Jordan offered the second. Mayor Lumpkin asked all in favor Aye. Ayes: Perry, Jordan, Burgess, Smith, Pierce. Any opposed? None, motion carried.
11.) Mayor Lumpkin, Council Member Jonathan Perry, would like to discuss the water bill due date and cut-off time. 
Council Member Perry – The first thing I would like to address is the due date of the water bill; it has been a concern of mine. We, the City of Ashburn, mail out the water bills on the first of the month and our payment is due on the tenth of the month; after the 10th there is a 10% charge. So, looking into this I contacted four other cities that have around the same population, 4500 or so, and asked them what their cycle is, most were at least 20 days or more. Eastman mails out on the first with payments due on the 20th; Lyons Georgia mails out on the 18th of the month, and it is due by the 10th of the next month; Quitman is the same way goes out on the first and fees are not tact on until the 20th of the month. I’m recommending that we move the due date to the 15th. So obviously with the mailing going out the way it is, one of the things that concerns me is that people don’t like to pay their bill until they get a paper copy in hand. We have people that are not necessarily tech savvy, we also have businesses that cannot pay or write checks until they get a bill. Sometimes it takes time to get checks ready and I think this will help our citizens out, plus our businesses out. I think it will help that we won’t have the 10% charge until the 15th of the month. So, I make a motion to that effect.
Council Member Burgess – Can I ask a question before you make a motion?
Council Member Perry – Yes.
Mayor Lumpkin – Yes, okay, discussion please.


After a brief discussion and Council Members Perry & Burgess putting a motion on the floor, Council Member Corey Jordan requested a roll call vote, which was followed by further discussion; Council Member Pierce offered a second and called for a Roll Call Vote.
· Council Member Jonathan Perry – Yes.
· Council Member Sheldon Smith – Yes.
· Council Member Andrea Pierce – Yes.
· Council Member Corey Jordan – Yes.
· Council Member John Burgess – Yes.
	Mayor Lumpkin – Thank you, motion carries.
Council Member Sheldon Smith and Citizen Ben Walker had another brief discussion about the condition of the city and what could be done to help in resolving the issues.
12.) Mayor Lumpkin, with no further discussion on this matter, will move on to the discussion of Animal Control deposition for all animals, dogs and cats. Chief Troutman?
	Chief Troutman – After a brief update on the City of Ashburn Animal Shelter, Chief Troutman went on to discuss the need for contracting with an Animal Control Center. He stated that we are housing at our shelter, but we get overloaded, so I reached out to an Animal Kill Shelter in Coffee County where they charge a fee. Per dog it is $150 or a flat fee of $900 per month. They will take care of the dogs and put them down if needed and dispose of the animal. The contract is in your packet, take a look at it and decide if y’all want to go that route. Right now, we don’t have anywhere to take our dogs, and we aren’t equipped to nurture them and give them any kind of treatment for sickness. 
The Mayor and Council asked questions and discussed the needs of the shelter which ended with Council Member Perry offering a motion to go with Option A and Council Member Smith giving a second, after a little more discussion, Council Member Pierce stated that we have a motion on the floor and a second. Mayor Lumpkin stated we have a motion on the floor to contract with Alapaha Animal Control Shelter for one year with a rate of $900 per month which is option A. Council Member Pierce said someone to the right made a motion, I second it. Mayor Lumpkin, I have a motion and a second, all in favor Aye, Ayes: Perry, Smith, Pierce, Jordan, Burgess; any opposed? None, motion carries, Thank you.
13.) Mayor Lumpkin moved on to the next item on the agenda, the discussion of three (3) people to the Planning and Zoning Board. Mayor Lumpkin – We have three (3) vacancies on the Planning and Zoning Board, and we need to discuss this, we need three new members because as of now we are not in compliance, we don’t have enough members. We don’t have a lot of activity with planning and zoning, what are y’all’s feelings about this? After a brief discussion Council Member Pierce asked Sandi Fallin to please post something advertising the need to fill these positions. Mayor Lumpkin said we will do that and see where it goes.
	Council Member Burgess asked to speak pertaining to the previous matter brought forward by Mr. Ben Walker. Council Member Burgess and Council Member Smith shared a brief discussion back and forth. 
14.) Mayor Lumpkin intervened, stating with no further discussion, I will ask for a motion to go into Executive Session for personnel. Council Member Pierce offered a motion to go into Executive Session for 50-14-3(b)(2) Personnel. Council Member Jordan offered a Second, Mayor Lumpkin – All in favor Aye. Ayes: Burgess, Jordan, Perry, Pierce, Smith, any opposed – none; Meeting is moved into Executive Session.
15.) Mayor Lumpkin opened the gallery back up to the public and thanked everyone in attendance and requested a motion to adjourn the meeting. Council Member Pierce offered the motion, with a second from Council Member Jordan, meeting adjourned.	 
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