
ASHBURN CITY COUNCIL MEETING
THURSDAY, JUNE 5, 2025
6:00 P.M.
1.) Call to Order by Mayor Sandra Lumpkin.
2.) Moment of Silence and Invocation led by Council Member Andrea Pierce.
3.) Pledge of Allegiance led by Council Member Andrea Pierce.
4.) Roll Call:
· Council Member Jonathan Perry – Present.
· Council Member Sheldon Smith – Present.
· Mayor Sandra Lumpkin – Present.
· Council Member Andrea Pierce - Present.
· Council Member Corey Jordan - Present.
· Council Member John Burgess - Present.
Guests Included: Lynn Hewitt; Adam Lavender; Tony Cross; Ben Baker; Ashley Miller; Samantha Mastrario; Blake Christian; County Commissioner Dana Whiddon; Howard Jordan; Lexi with LEMS; Mr. Washington in for Mr. Winston Denmark as City Attorney.
5.) Proclamation honoring Council Member Andrea Pierce made by Mayor Sandra Lumpkin.  Mayor Lumpkin acknowledged Council Member Pierce’s years of community service and military service. Mayor Lumpkin read the proclamation and proclaimed Thursday, June 5, 2025, as Andrea Denise Pierce Day in recognition of her lifetime of heroic service, transformative leadership and unconditional love for her country and community. Let all Citizens join in celebrating a woman whose life is a living legacy of honor, courage and heart.
6.) Mayor Lumpkin requested a motion to approve the agenda with an amendment. Council Member Jonathan Perry made a motion to amend the agenda to add the appointment of someone to the Joint Gas Authority. Council Member Jordan and Council Member Burgess made the Second; Mayor Lumpkin, All in favor Ayes: Jordan, Perry, Burgess, Smith, Pierce, any opposed? None, motion carried.
7.) Mayor Lumpkin requested a motion to approve the meeting minutes from the May 1, 2025, meeting. Council Member Pierce made the motion, with a second from Council Member Burgess; Mayor all in favor Aye? Ayes: Pierce, Burgess, Smith, Perry, Jordan. Any opposed? None, motion carried.
8.) Mayor Lumpkin requested Sheriff Andy Hester to address the Council pertaining to the dog pound. Sheriff Hester thanked the Council for having him and said he was here to answer questions about Animal Control. Council Member Burgess said he has a question regarding how many dogs does the County usually has. Sheriff Hester said it varies from a low of 9 dogs/14 cats to 27 dogs/2 Cats. He has the monthly numbers, and they are available to the Council upon request. Sheriff Hester said he started housing animals when they started having issues with pick ups on nights, weekends and holidays; traffic stops where animals needed transport. Not throwing off on the city, it was just an issue. When Sheriff Hester became Sheriff, he approached the County Board of Commissioners about a Transport Officer to assist with Animal control.  The County used to contract with the City of Tifton until they stopped housing; we now contract with Worth and Crisp County for $35 per animal. These shelters are non-kill shelters and function as adoption shelters. It is costly to run a shelter. Council Member Burgess stated that Worth County had reached out to him about housing dogs; how many years have you been doing this? Sheriff Hester said since 2012/2013; He said he does not want to run a shelter; Worth County stays fuller now. The Sheriff said that he has requested more kennels from the County Commission. The City of Ashburn and the County Commission will have to get together to discuss pricing. Sheriff Hester said they are going to continue to do Animal Control; write tickets and take animals to the kennel for resident pick up.  Council Member Burgess said he heard the city was going to get sued. Sheriff Hester said not by the Sheriff, I don’t want to run a shelter it is too costly. 
Mayor Lumpkin said that the city is working under the auspices of the Humane Society and would go by their guidelines. We will have to get together and see what we can and can’t do. Sheriff Hester said he is just trying to do what is best for the residents and handle the situation for the Sheriff’s office. Mayor Lumpkin said she will look into it and asked the Public Service Director, Troutman, how many animals the city location may hold. Troutman stated 12-13 animals. Mayor Lumpkin said she will check guidelines and get back with Sheriff Hester to see what the city can do to help.  Sheriff Hester thanked the Council and Mayor.
9.) Mayor Lumpkin moved on to the next item to discuss Christy Casimiro making a presentation at the GMA, Savannah Conference on June 22, 2025. This presentation is regarding Council Member Pierce’s submission being chosen. The submission was of Samantah Mastrario’s article, Samantha is unable to attend and requested that Christy make the presentation on her behalf. Samantha went over a few of the bullet points of the article which included a Senate Bill that is being considered that would allow Librarians to be charged with a misdemeanor offense for allowing a minor to check out what could be considered inappropriate materials. The funding cuts that will effectively change the library’s ability to function will also be presented. Council Member Burgess asked if the trip could be paid for from the Library Fund; Mayor Lumpkin said we have budget funds; Council Member Burgess asked if that is legal? Mayor Lumpkin asked Ms. Mastrario what you are needing is the funding for the trip? Ms. Mastrario said yes; the city asked her to go and represent the city in making the presentation. Council Member Burgess said that the Council knew nothing about it. Ms. Mastrario stated that Council Member Pierce has known about it. Council Member Pierce stated that is why we are discussing it now. Ms. Mastrario said that Christy needs to let the GMA know if she will be in attendance; if so, she does not feel she should have to drive four hours to do a seven-minute presentation and then drive back, therefore they are requesting that accommodations be covered by the city. Mayor Lumpkin asked if they were just requesting room and board to be covered and Ms. Mastrario said yes, the library can provide funds for fuel to get there and back.  Council Member Smith said I don’t see why not, if they are asking for it to come out of the budget. Council Member Perry stated the library is on a tight budget and Council Member Burgess replied like we ain’t? Council Member Perry replied Yes Sir. Council Member Burgess asked Council Member Perry, did you know about this? Council Member Perry said no this is the first time I have heard of it.  Mayor Lumpkin stated that Christy has done an amazing job at the library. Council Member Smith asked about library funding; Lynn Hewitt Finance Director for the city stated she was almost certain the city can provide a 10% increase this year to $24,000. There has been no increase in library funding since 2015, Current funding is $21,800. Council Member Smith, so they just need coverage on accommodations? No problem, take it from the funding.  Council Member Perry said they did not seek out to go. 

Mayor Lumpkin asked what the pleasure of the council is. Council Member Burgess said no we are struggling. Mayor Lumpkin, may I get a motion to contribute to the expenses for Christy Casmiro attending the GMA conference in Savannah? Council Member Smith made the motion with Council Member Pierce offering a second. Mayor Lumpkin requested a roll call vote: 

· Council Member Jonathan Perry – Yes.
· Council Member Sheldon Smith – Yes.
· Council Member Andrea Pierce – Yes.
· Council Member Corey Jordan – Yes.
· Council Member John Burgess – No.
Motion Carried.
10.) Mayor Lumpkin moved on to the discussion of the purchase of a new tractor to be used by the Gas, Water, Sewer and Sanitation departments.  It is my understanding this purchase will be made from SPLOST Funds. Council Member Perry asked about the repairs to the current tractor.  Mayor Lumpkin asked Adam Lavender, the department head for Water, Gas and Sewer, to please step forward and answer the question.  Adam stated that the repairs would cost $7,600. Council Member Burgess asked why the Street department is not mentioned for usage.  Adam said the tractor will be for everybody, and the 4-wheel drive tractor is better due to working in wet and boggy sewer easements.  Mayor Lumpkin said the funds will come from SPLOST and not the General Fund. She then asked how much are we looking at?  Adam said the $39,000 to $46,000 range. Open Cab runs around $39,000 and a Cab $46,000. Mayor Lumpkin asked how do we stand? Lynn Hewitt Finance Director said it will be the City’s equipment and divided between the different departments. Adam said they would prefer the cabbed to prevent accidents or injuries. We work in areas where hornets and yellow jackets may have nests, and a cabbed tractor would prevent stings. Council Member Jordan are all these cabbed units? Adam replied, No, the quotes are on both open and cabbed units from the different dealers, Perrin Farm Equipment, Lasseter Tractor and Flint. Council Member Perry asked Adam what his recommendation would be.  Adam stated based on warranty and price the one from Perrin. Council Member Perry asked Adam, so you had rather buy over repairing? Adam said the one we have is a 1197, so it is getting order and the repairs are over $7,000 and who knows it could blow up and need repairs or not be repairable; the trade in value on it is $3,500 from Perrin. Council Member Burgess I say repair the old and buy the new. Council Member Perry can those repairs be made from SPLOST?  Lynn Hewitt said the repair out of SPLOST should be workable. 
	Council Member Pierce offered a motion to purchase the 2025 Cabbed Kabota from Perrin and to 	repair the 1997 current tractor. Council Member Corey Jordan and John Burgess both offered a 	second; All in Favor Aye; Ayes – Pierce, Burgess, Smith, Jordan, Perry; any oppose? None, Motion 	Carried.
11.) Mayor Lumpkin stated that the city received a request from the Turner County Commission to increase the city’s E-911 contribution.  The letter should be in your packets. They are asking for the monthly contribution to increase to $11,320.00 each month, beginning 30 days after 7/1/2025. Lynn Hewit, Finance Director stated that the increase would average $908.53 over what we are currently paying. The monthly contribution is currently $10,412.33 per month. With the increase our annual contribution would be $135,840.00; the current annual contribution is $124,947.96.  Council Member Perry inquired about the timing of the negotiating of the contract and length.  County Commissioner Dana Whidden spoke up from the gallery stating that they are in the process of negotiating now. Mayor Lumpkin thanked Commissioner Whiddon for the update and Commissioner Whiddon apologized for interrupting.  
	Council Member Pierce made a motion to table the decision with Council Member Burgess     	offering a second.  Mayor Lumpkin asked all in favor, Ayes – Perry, Pierce, Smith, Burgess, Jordan; 	any opposed? None. Motion carried.
12.) Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to move into Executive Session; Council Member Jonathan perry reminded the Mayor and Council that the agenda was amended to add on the appointment of someone to the Joint Gas Authority. Pierce made the motion to continue to the appointment of the Joint Gas Authority.  Mayor Lumpkin asked if the council had voted on this and Ashley Miller answered yes, but an appointment to the Authority needs to be made. Mayor Lumpkin said it is my understanding that Ashley Miller has been representing the city in this role. Council Member Pierce made a motion to continue with Ashley Miller in this role. Mayor Lumpkin requested a roll call vote:
· Council Member Jonathan Perry – Yes.
· Council Member Sheldon Smith – Yes.
· Council Member Andrea Pierce – Yes.
· Council Member Corey Jordan – Yes.
· Council Member John Burgess – Yes.
Motion Carried.
13.) Mayor Lumpkin requested a motion to move into Executive Session for the purpose of Personnel.  Council Member Pierce offered the motion to move into Executive Session; Council Member Sheldon Smith offered a second. The gallery was cleared, and the meeting was moved into Executive Session.
14.) Back into Regular Session, The Gallery was opened back up to the public and Mayor Lumpkin requested a motion to adjourn the meeting; Council Member Sheldon Smith made the Motion with a second offered by Council Member Corey Jordan.
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