[bookmark: _GoBack]Ashburn City Council Meeting
Thursday, June 1, 2023
6:00 P.M.

Present:  Mayor Sandra Lumpkin, Councilmember Sheldon Smith, Councilmember John Burgess, Councilmember Jermaine Rockwell, Councilmember Corey Jordan, Interim City Manager Daryl Hall, Councilmember Andrea Pierce, Attorney Gary Lamar, City Clerk Amanda Hill

Guests:  Chief Richard Purvis, Ben Baker, Jan Winter, Richard Golden, Firefighter Charles Jordan Jr., Robert Carter and guest, Shon Hampton, Adam Lavender, Kenny Guy, Jackie Johnson, Chief Jamie Turner, Chuck Bobo, Rosemary Hall, Donald McGriff, Brett Burgess, Darrell Middlebrooks, Gwen Middlebrooks, Major Richard Troutman, Shylynski Smith, Shikina Wilson, Jacqueline Daniels, Latrice Wilson, Officer Ricky Harrelson, Officer  Kevon Kendrick, Ida Carridine

Mayor Lumpkin called the meeting to order and started with a moment of silence for our deceased citizens followed by an Invocation by Councilmember Pierce, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to approve the May 4, 2023 Regular meeting minutes and the May 16, 2023 Called meeting minutes.  Councilmember Burgess was saying something about the May 16, 2023 minutes, but I did not understand what he was saying.  Councilmember Pierce made the motion to approve and Councilmember Burgess made the Second.      Ayes:  Pierce, Burgess, Smith, Rockwell, Jordan

Shon Hampton of Watkins and Associates was at the meeting to explain the Sewer project with a $100,000 grant match.  The CDBG area includes West End area, part of Jefferson Street, part of Washington Avenue, Harrison Avenue, West Monroe, and a little bit on South Lee Street.  This will impact about 66 homes.  EPD is very concerned about overflows from creeks into the sewer.  Councilmember Rockwell asked what would happen if we did not honor the grant?  Mr. Hampton said that it would not look favorable if we did not honor the grant.  Mr. Hall said that the Council needs to table this until it can be discussed further.  It will not be tabled for long.  Mr. Hampton said that we have time as far as DCA is concerned.

The Automated Meter Read (AMR) Project  had a May 16, 2023 bid opening.  Meter Install Group was the low bidder at $925,951.  The GEFA loan/grant will include new water meters for all customers.   You would be able to read meters from City Hall.  Councilmember Burgess said that this was discussed eight years ago but gas meters were not included in this, just like they are not included now.  Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to accept the AMR Project and Councilmember Rockwell made that motion and Councilmember Pierce made the Second.    Roll Call vote was taken and Jordan and Burgess both said no.  Rockwell, Smith, and Pierce all said yes.         Ayes:  Rockwell, Pierce, Smith                Nays:  Jordan, Burgess

Attorney Gary Lamar discussed the Sports Bar Ordinance and Distilled Spirits Regulations .  Councilmember Burgess wanted to know if you have to stop food sales at the same time alcohol sales ends?   Chief Purvis said that according to our Ordinance, you have to have everything finished by the time the club closes.  Mayor Sandra Lumpkin asked if the two ordinances should be separated?  Attorney Lamar said that this is what you have now.  He said that he just added the definition of a sports bar.  Councilmember Burgess made a motion to approve the Ordinance.  Mayor Lumpkin then asked if she heard a motion to approve the ordinance?  The motion was Seconded by Councilmember Smith.
Ayes:  Burgess, Smith, Rockwell, Jordan, Pierce

Councilmember Burgess discussed the caboose removal.  He told Mayor Lumpkin that since the Council tabled the discussion at a meeting, she had no right to go ahead and pay the invoice for $1500.  He made a motion to move the caboose to the first park on East Washington Avenue.  He said that we are paying out more money than we are bringing in .  Councilmember Rockwell said that Mayor Lumpkin under-minded the Council when she went ahead and paid the invoice for the land rent fee of $1500.  Councilmember Burgess made a motion again to remove the caboose to the first park.  The Motion died for lack of a Second.

Councilmember Smith discussed blighted properties.  The City has property that needs to be cleaned up and we are not setting a good example.  He also wants to get behind property owners concerning their property.  It was noted that condemning properties through the courts is a slow process.

Interim City Manager Mr. Hall discussed blighted property and said that we really need to address this property problem.

Councilmember Smith also discussed the scheduling of a town hall meeting.  A town hall meeting has to have a facilitator.  Mr. Hall said that he will check into this.  He asked if he could have 30 days to make this happen?  Councilmember Smith also discussed speed bumps.  The area where they are needed is old South Main Street.  Howard Jordan spoke about South Lee Street needing speed bumps due to the racing being done there.  Chief Purvis was asked to discuss this at more length.  He discussed the speed bumps in Orchard Hill Trailer Park.
Mayor Lumpkin said that the speed bumps need to be researched more.

Interim City Manager Mr. Hall discussed the outdated turn out gear at the Fire Department.  He said that we really need to make this purchase for $25,000.  Seven people need the turn out gear.  We have 10 to 12 volunteers that respond.  Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to approve the purchase of the turn out gear.  Councilmember Rockwell made the motion and Councilmember Smith Seconded.        Ayes:  Rockwell, Smith, Pierce, Jordan, Burgess

Darrell Middlebrooks came up to speak about activity at 642 West Madison Avenue property.  He is concerned about the traffic at the store.  Mr. Middlebrooks lives at 221 Stevens Street and said that our police department is awful.  He called the Chief a liar, because he says that the Chie did not send an officer to the store like he said he would.  He also said that Chief Purvis is worse that Ex Chief Clifford Jordan.   Mayor Lumpkin thanked Mr. Middlebrooks for coming to speak to the Council.

Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to go into Executive Session at 7:08 P.M.  Councilmember Pierce made the motion and Councilmember Jordan made the Second.
Ayes:  Pierce, Jordan, Smith, Rockwell, Burgess

Returned to Regular Session at 8:15 P.M. and Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to accept Mr. Golden’s contract with accepted changes.  Councilmember Burgess offered a motion and Councilmember Pierce offered a motion.  Councilmember Jordan made the Second.
A roll call vote was taken: Rockwell said No, Smith said No, Pierce said Yes, Burgess said Yes, and Jordan said Yes.
Motion carried after a roll call vote.
Ayes:    Pierce, Burgess, Jordan                       Nays:  Rockwell, Smith

Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:18 P.M.  Councilmember Pierce made the motion and Councilmember Jordan made the Second.
Ayes:   Pierce, Jordan, Smith, Rockwell, Burgess



                                                                                       _____________________________________
                                                                                       City Clerk

Approved this 6th day of July 2023

____________________________
Mayor


