[bookmark: _GoBack]Ashburn City Council Meeting
Thursday, May 4, 2023
6:00 P.M.

Present:  Mayor Sandra Lumpkin, Councilmember Corey Jordan, City Clerk Amanda Hill, Councilmember Andrea Pierce, Councilmember Sheldon Smith, Councilmember John Burgess, Councilmember Jermaine Rockwell, Attorney Gary Lamar

Guests:  Ben Baker, Chief Richard Purvis, Howard Jordan, Judge Blake Christian, Chief Jamie Turner, Emily Davenport, Ezra Robinson, Mr. Carter, Mr. Richard Harris, Mike Mastrario, Chuck Bobo, Chris Jones, Ashley Miller, unknown white female, Bob Mitchell, Angela Office, unknown white male and female sitting next to each other, Daryl and Rosemary Hall, Major Richard Troutman, Roy Martin, Gloria Gordon, Ben Walker, Latrice Wilson, Albert Shephard, Shlynski Smith, 

Mayor Lumpkin called the meeting to order and the Invocation was done by Councilmember Andrea Pierce.  The Pledge of Allegiance was also said.  Roll call was done by City Clerk Amanda Hill.  Mayor Lumpkin recognized City Attorney Gary Lamar and introduced him to everyone.  

Mayor Lumpkin said that the agenda would be changed around a little bit so we could handle the Re-zoning first.  She then turned the floor over to Mike Mastrario.  He discussed TC23-02 which is a re-zoning from R-8 Residential to Neighborhood Commercial for Angela Office.  Mr. Mastrario said that each lot is 100 X 150 and Mrs. Office wants to use the location for family reunions and other such events.   Angela Office is the property owner of 449 MLK Jr. Drive.  Councilmember Pierce asked what type building would the structure be?  Mr. Mastrario advised that he didn’t know.  Mayor Lumpkin asked if there would be adequate parking?  Mr. Mastrario said yes.  Mayor Lumpkin said that we would need a motion to Re-zone the property from R-8 Residential to Neighborhood Commercial.  Councilmember Burgess made the motion to Re-zone and Councilmember Smith made the Second.
Ayes:    Burgess, Smith, Jordan, Rockwell, Pierce

Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to approve the minutes from the April 6 2023, Regular meeting, the April 17, 2023 Called meeting, and the April 24, 2023 Called meeting.  Councilmember Pierce made the motion to approve and Councilmember Rockwell made the Second.   
 Ayes:  Pierce, Rockwell, Smith, Jordan and  Councilmember Burgess said that he did not approve the April 24, 2023 Called meeting minutes because of the Veto done by Mayor Lumpkin.  Mayor Lumpkin then asked for a motion to approve the April 6, 2023 Regular meeting minutes and the April 17, 2023 Called meeting minutes.  The motion was made by Councilmember Pierce and Councilmember Jordan made the Second.   Ayes:  Pierce, Jordan, Smith, Rockwell, Burgess     Councilmember Burgess does not want to approve the called meeting where Mayor Lumpkin veto’d the hiring of Daryl Hall.

Mayor Lumpkin advised that the speakers, Mr. John Stevens and Miss Betty Graddic were still not present.   

The Solid Waste Contract was then discussed.  Attorney Gary Lamar prepared a contract.  Mayor Lumpkin asked the Council if they had any comments or questions?  Mr. Richard Golden of Golden Environmental came up and spoke concerning  the solid waste contract.  He said that they added the handicap or hardship cases .  We now call it the medical roll outs.  The City will continue to bill for the polycarts on the utility bills.  The polycarts and yard trash is all together.  Roll offs are not included in the Contract, but Commercial dumpsters are.  Mr. Golden said that he does not have enough carts to place out right now.  Mayor Lumpkin wanted to know if white goods were already in the contract and Mr. Golden said that bulky items or white goods are already added to the contract, but the language of white goods , appliances can be added.

Howard Jordan spoke about him talking and meeting with the Golden Environmental work crew.  He said that he welcomed them to the City of Ashburn.  

Mr. Golden asked who our contact person would be at the City.  Mayor Lumpkin advised that any of the customer service reps in the back could help, but City Clerk Amanda Hill said that Lamesha Gaskins, the Utility Billing Clerk , would be the contact person.    Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion for Golden Environmental to pick up our solid waste.  Councilmember Pierce made the motion and Councilmember Burgess made the Second.
Ayes:  Pierce, Burgess, Jordan, Smith, Rockwell

Mayor Lumpkin mentioned that we need a resolution for prescription opiod litigation.   Councilmember Burgess asked if there was any type paperwork that he could see concerning this?  After Councilmember Pierce explained this in more detail, he agreed that he understood now.   Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion for the resolution for the prescription opiod litigation and Councilmember Pierce made the motion.  Councilmember Burgess made the Second.    Ayes:  Pierce, Burgess, Smith, Jordan, Rockwell  

Mayor Lumpkin discussed the Distilled Spirits regulations and said that we have a copy from the County as a sample to go by.   She said that she is sure there will be state regulations that the city will have to abide by.  It will be tabled and discussed at more length later.  One visitor from the audience wanted to know how many package stores would be allowed?

Mayor Lumpkin discussed the street sweeper repair.  It will take $10,466.18 to repair.  Councilmember Burgess wants to table this until he sees an Audit.

Mayor Lumpkin said that the Splash Pad needs repairs so that it can be open by June 2023.  The City street department can remove all the old equipment, and maybe replace it with some PVC type equipment.

Councilmember Rockwell said that B’s Southern Kitchen needs another extension because he is not finished with his requirements.  Councilmember Burgess says that B’s Southern Kitchen  is trying to get a sports bar and not a restaurant.  Councilmember Burgess provided a copy of a sports bar ordinance from the City of Sylvester to the Council.

Councilmember Smith wants to acknowledge deceased citizens at our meetings.  All the Council is in agreement with this.  
Councilmember Smith also asked if several citizens were at the January 2023 meeting?  He apologized for the way the meeting was run.  He said that if meetings are not run properly, we should let Chief Purvis do his job and issue warnings first.  He also mentioned the Robert’s Rules of Order.  Attorney Gary Lamar will provide the Council with a Robert’s Rule of Order.

Howard Jordan spoke about his witnessing the January 2023 meeting and how it was an embarrassment to him.  He said that no business was taken care of and the persons that were causing the problems should have been removed.  He advised the Council to become familiar with Robert’s Rules of Order.

Betty Graddic came to speak to the Council concerning a customer who was cut off due to non-payment.  She said that Mayor Lumpkin told her at the April meeting to bring proof that the customer was cut off.   She also wanted to know why $1500 was given to some workers and not all the workers?  Councilmember Rockwell said that this was an administrative decision.  Betty Graddic said that she would be back next month with the same thing.

Attorney Lamar said that the City has no hardship program right now for customers, but may want to look into this.

Mr. John Stevens came before the Council to discuss his bill.  He doesn’t think that he owes this bill for propane.  He says that he spoke with Nicole Ranew and Mayor Lumpkin and has gotten no satisfaction.  
Councilmember Rockwell asked Mr. Stevens if he could be at City Hall at 10 A.M. on Friday, May 5, 2023, and they will take care of this?

Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to go into Executive Session at 7:03 P.M.  Councilmember Pierce made the motion and Councilmember Rockwell and Smith Seconded.
Ayes:  Pierce, Rockwell, Smith, Jordan, Burgess

We returned from Executive Session at 7:23 P.M.  Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to hire Daryl Hall as the Interim City Manager with benefits for an un-determined amount of time.  Councilmember Pierce made the motion and Councilmember Burgess made the Second.
Ayes:  Pierce, Burgess, Smith, Jordan, Rockwell 

Councilmember Rockwell made the motion for B’s Southern Kitchen to have another sixty (60) days extension to remain in business.  Councilmember Smith made the Second.
Ayes:  Rockwell, Smith, Burgess, Jordan, Pierce

Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:26 P.M.  Councilmember Pierce made the motion and Councilmember Smith made the Second.
Ayes:  Pierce, Smith, Jordan, Burgess, Rockwell


                                                                                        ____________________________________
                                                                                        City Clerk

Approved this 1st day of June 2023

_____________________________
Mayor



                     
