Ashburn City Council
Thursday, May 1, 2025
6:00 P.M.

Present: Councilmember Jonathan Perry, Mayor Sandra Lumpkin, Councilmember Andrea Pierce, Councilmember Corey Jordan, Councilmember John Burgess, Councilmember Sheldon Smith, City Clerk/Interim City Manager Amanda Hill, and Attorney Winston Denmark

Guests: Howard Jordan, Sasha King, Eileen Perry, Sami Mastrario, Christy Casimiro, Ashley Miller, Director Richard Troutman, parents of Pre-K students along with students, Kristofer Gomez, Audrey Mitchell, Eden Brown, Nikolai Valdez, and Joshua Sopczak

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Lumpkin.  The Invocation was done by Councilmember Pierce followed by a Moment of Silence.  The Pledge of Allegiance was done followed by Roll Call.

Georgia Cities Week awards were given to the art contest winners.  The winners were Nova Jarriel, not present; Kristofer Gomez, present; Audrey Mitchell, present; Eden Brown, present; Nikolai Valdez, present; Joshua Sopczak, present; Ka’Lisee Miller, not present; Mar’Kevenon Poke, not present.

The agenda needs to be amended before being approved.  Mayor Lumpkin mentioned the tiny homes but would not have it added to the agenda because this ordinance would require a zoning decision.  It would require certain notices and hearings before it would be lawful.  Councilmember Perry made a motion to amend the agenda by allowing Ashley Miller to speak.  Councilmember Smith made the Second.
Ayes:  Perry, Smith, Pierce, Burgess, Jordan
Councilmember Smith made a motion to amend the agenda by allowing Mr. Lopez to speak on Whitsett Park.  Councilmember Jordan made the Second.
Ayes:  Smith, Jordan, Burgess, Perry, Pierce

Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to approve April 3, 2025, minutes.  Councilmember Pierce made the motion to approve April 3, 2025, minutes and Councilmember Smith made the Second.
Ayes:  Pierce, Smith, Jordan, Burgess, Perry

Ashley Miller came up to speak about a new program by Turner County Development Authority.  They have expanded the downtown Ashburn grant.  The cap is $7000.00 with a 50% matching grant.  If you spend $7,000.00, you will get $3,500.00 back.  It could be used for AC units, paint, or roof repairs.  Mayor Lumpkin asked how is the word getting out to business owners?  Ashley Miller said by word of mouth and social media.

Mr. Lopez came up next to speak about Tom Whitsett Park.  He wants to redevelop the park.  He wants our kids to have a better opportunity.  No money is being asked for from the city.  He only wants the city to pay for all the permits.  They would take care of everything else.  His team will draw up the proposal and plan.  Councilmember Smith asked Mr. Lopez if he had a budget. Mr. Lopez stated that $76,000 would be for the park, $26,000 for the courts, $11,000 for the stands, and $6,000 for scoreboards.  Councilmember Burgess talked about the County and City being together.  Mr. Lopez said that he would have the paperwork at City Hall within the next week.

Mayor Lumpkin discussed the estimates on a new tractor. The tractor would be used by the Gas, Water, Sewer, and Sanitation departments. The price for a 2025 Kubota with cab quoted for $46,6000; John Deere with cab quoted for $48,930; and another John Deere with cab quoted for $49,955.  Councilmember Burgess is against a new tractor purchase because he says that the old tractor can be repaired for $8,000.  Councilmember Smith wants Adam Lavender at the next meeting to discuss the tractor purchase in further detail.  Councilmember Smith said this is why workshops are so imperative.

Mayor Lumpkin asked Christy Casimiro to come up and speak concerning the Victoria Evans Memorial Library’s 2025- 2026 Budget.  She is requesting an increase of $13,200 in this budget.    Mayor Lumpkin advised Ms. Casimiro that the city had not done their 2025-2026 Budget yet.  Ms. Casimiro thanked the city for their support.

Mayor Lumpkin discussed the roundabout that will be located on Highway 112 and Hudson Avenue.  She asked the Council what their thoughts were concerning this.  The Council said that they had no say so.  It’s going to happen by GDOT whether we like it or not.

Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to go into Executive Session at 6:36 P.M.  Councilmember Pierce made a motion to go into Executive Session to discuss litigation at 6:36 P.M.  Councilmember Jordan made the Second.
Ayes: Pierce, Jordan, Smith, Burgess, Perry

Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:57 P.M. There was nothing to vote on after the Executive session.  Councilmember Pierce made the motion to adjourn, and Councilmember Burgess made the Second.
Ayes; Pierce, Burgess, Smith, Perry, Jordan 


                                                                                                       ___________________________________
                                                                                                       City Clerk

Approved this 5th day of June 2025

_____________________________________
Mayor






