Ashburn City Council
Thursday, April 3, 2025
6:00 P.M.

Present:  Councilmember Jonathan Perry, Councilmember Corey Jordan, Mayor Sandra Lumpkin, Councilmember Sheldon Smith, Councilmember John Burgess, Councilmember Andrea Pierce by phone due to being at training, Attorney Winston Denmark, and City Clerk Amanda Hill

Guests:  James Burgess, Dana Whiddon, J. Edward Shipp, Howard Jordan and grandson, Param Desai, unknown female, Solomon Daniels, Mialaysia Lawson, Officer Chester King, Mr. Stephens

Mayor Lumpkin asked for roll call first before calling the meeting to order.  City Clerk Amanda Hill asked if we would be doing roll call before the Invocation?  Mayor Lumpkin then asked Councilmember Perry to do the Invocation, which was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance, followed by roll call.

Mayor Lumpkin asked for approval of the March 6, 2025, meeting minutes.  Councilmember Jordan made the motion and Councilmember Burgess made the Second.
Ayes: Jordan, Burgess, Perry, Smith, Pierce

Mayor Lumpkin asked for an amendment to the agenda for Georgia Cities week to be added and a Resolution was done.  Georgia Cities week will be held April 21-26, 2025.  Councilmember Pierce made the motion to amend the agenda by adding Georgia Cities week.  Councilmember Smith made the Second.
Ayes:  Pierce, Smith, Perry, Jordan, Burgess

Councilmember Smith wanted to amend the agenda by adding Commissioners James Burgess and Dana Whiddon as speakers.  Councilmember John Burgess made the motion and Councilmember Sheldon Smith made the Second.
Ayes:  Burgess, Smith, Perry, Pierce, Jordan

Commissioner James Burgess discussed the comprehensive plan that’s due in February 2026.  Commissioner Dana Whiddon discussed the Service Delivery Strategy Plan that’s due in February 2026.  She discussed animal control and an initial proposal.  It has been twenty years since we last looked at the SDS.  They want to pay $10,000 to help finish our shelter and then we take the county’s overflow of animals.  Director Troutman spoke on the animal shelter as well.  He advised that larger kennels have been installed that will hold 10 to 15 animals.

Approval of the minutes from March 6, 2025, was done again.  Councilmember Jordan made the motion and Councilmember Burgess made the Second.
Ayes:  Jordan, Burgess, Pierce, Perry, Smith

Mialaysia Lawson came up with a petition for speed bumps in the 700 block of South Gordon Street.  She said that maybe three or four speed bumps were needed.  Councilmember Burgess said that speed bumps would not help.  Councilmember Jordan said that he suggests that Director of Public Safety Troutman should have more patrol in the area.  Speed bumps were not approved for the area.

J. Edward Shipp spoke on behalf of Param Desai of Top Shelf Liquors.  Mr. Desai is mindful of his actions and comes before the council begging for mercy.  Mr. Desai has purchased new software so that he can check id’s automatically through the software.  He is willing to donate to any non-profit organization that deals with children.  He wants to re-open on Friday April 4, 2025, to go back to selling alcohol and use his new software.  Mr. Shipp could not get our monitor to work so he had to show his laptop to each council member present.  Mayor Lumpkin asked if Mr. Desai still had a state license, and Mr. Shipp said “Yes”.

Councilmember Burgess said that we did not handle the situation correctly.  Councilmember Perry said that we should enforce the law from the beginning.  The business had been closed since March 10, 2025.  We cited the businesses who sold to minors and the state cited the businesses as well.  Section 6-11 number 1 says that there is a thirty-day suspension.

Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to rescind the suspension or to extend the suspension.  Councilmember Burgess made the motion to do time served and reinstate the license.  Councilmember Jordan made the Second.  Mayor Lumpkin then asked for a roll call vote.  Councilmember Burgess said “Yes”, Councilmember Jordan said “Yes”, Councilmember Smith said “No”, Councilmember Pierce said “No”, and Councilmember Perry said “No”.
Ayes:  Burgess, Jordan
Nays:  Smith, Pierce, Perry

Attorney Denmark said that now a definite motion needs to be done about the thirty days suspension.  Councilmember Perry said that one was done at the last council meeting.  Councilmember Perry made a motion to continue with the original suspension of thirty days and to reinstate the license on April 10, 2025, with the $150 reinstatement fee.  Councilmember Smith made the Second. 
Ayes: Smith, Perry, Pierce
Nays: Burgess, Jordan

Mayor Lumpkin discussed that she had some minor resolutions that we needed to take care of with the first one being the resolution for recertification of the City of Ethics under the Georgia Municipal Association.  We need a motion for this to be done.  Councilmember Perry wanted to know if there was a board of 12 individuals for the Ethics board.  We do not have a board.  Mayor Lumpkin got this resolution mixed up with the Georgia Cities Week resolution.  We were discussing the Code of Ethics resolution first.    Councilmember Perry made a motion to accept the resolution for the recertification of City of Ethics and that we designate qualified applicants to serve on the Ethics Board listed under Section 2-48, number 2.  Councilmember Smith made the Second.
Nays: Burgess, Jordan
Ayes: Pierce, Perry, Smith

Mayor Lumpkin wanted to discuss City of Ethics once again, but we had already made a motion for this.  We should be discussing Georgia Cities Week.

Councilmember Jordan made a motion to go into Executive Session at 6:51 P.M. to discuss personnel and administrative proceedings.  Councilmember Burgess made the Second.
Ayes:  Jordan, Burgess, Perry, Smith. Pierce

Councilmember Perry made a motion when returning from Executive Session to appoint Amanda Hill as Interim City Manager at the discussed salary in Executive Session.  Councilmember Smith made the Second.
Ayes:  Perry, Smith, Jordan, Pierce, Burgess

Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Councilmember Pierce made the motion to adjourn the meeting and Councilmember Burgess made the Second.
Ayes: Pierce, Burgess, Smith, Perry, Jordan 


                                                                                                 
                                                                                        ___________________________________
                                                                                        City Clerk

Approved this 1st day of May 2025

________________________________






