Ashburn City Council
Thursday, March 6, 2025
6:00 P.M.

Present:  Councilmember Jonathan Perry, Mayor Pro-Tem Andrea Pierce, Councilmember Corey Jordan, City Clerk Amanda Hill, Councilmember Sheldon Smith, Mayor Sandra Lumpkin was not present due to being sick, Councilmember John Burgess was by phone, and Attorney Winston Denmark

Guests:  Ashley Miller, Richard Troutman, Ben Baker, Lynn Hewitt, Sami Mastrario, James Burgess, Shylynski Smith, Ivy Smith, Howard Jordan

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Pro-Tem Andrea Pierce at 6:00 P.M.  Councilmember Jonathan Perry did the Invocation followed by a moment of silence and the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Mayor Pro-Tem Pierce advised that the current agenda needed to be amended before it could be approved.  The February 20, 2025, public hearing was started at 6:30 P.M. instead of 6:00 P.M. which was decided upon at the February 6, 2025, meeting.  The City Clerk, Amanda Hill, changed the start time by mistake for the public hearing.  Also Item number 8, discussion of the Firehouse Subs Public Safety Foundation Grant, will be deleted from the agenda and we were adding the discussion of the  local stores with alcohol licenses who were cited for selling alcohol to minors on February 19, 2025.  
Councilmember Perry made the motion to amend the agenda with the necessary changes and Councilmember Smith made the Second.
Ayes:  Perry, Smith, Pierce, Jordan, Burgess

Mayor Pro-Tem Pierce went back and asked for the motion to approve the other minutes for the February 6, 2025, meeting and the February 27, 2025, public hearing and called meeting.
Councilmember Jordan made the motion to approve the above-mentioned minutes and Councilmember Burgess made the Second.                 
Ayes:  Jordan, Burgess, Pierce, Perry, Smith

Lynn Hewitt was asked to discuss health insurance.  She discussed the quotes from United Healthcare and Cigna.  She explained that United Healthcare had an increase of 14.7 percent.  She said that last year the council had the option of allowing the employees to pay Twenty-Five dollars weekly, Twenty-Five percent weekly, or let the city pay One Hundred percent of the medical insurance.  Councilmember Burgess made the motion to keep United Healthcare and let the city continue to pay One Hundred percent.  Councilmember Jordan made the Second.                  Ayes:  Perry, Jordan, Burgess              Nays:  Smith
Councilmember Pierce did not vote
The motion carries.

Councilmember Perry discussed the item that was added to the agenda concerning the sting done by the State of Georgia Department of Revenue on the local business owners who sold alcohol to minors on February 19, 2025.  There were a total of five.  He stated that according to city ordinance Sec.6-11, Violation and Penalties, selling alcohol to a minor is illegal and subject to penalties.  First offense within the past two years: 30-day suspension and a $150.00 reinstatement fee.  He said that we should be enforcing our ordinance by letting Director of Public Safety Richard Troutman enforce it and issue a citation and a thirty-day suspension.  Councilmember Perry made the motion to enforce  the penalty in accordance with  city ordinances.   Councilmember Smith made the Second
Ayes:  Perry, Smith, Pierce
Nays:  Burgess, Jordan

Councilmember Burgess said that some people like to do a little bit too much.  Councilmember Perry said that the business owners knew the ordinance before they did something illegal.  Councilmember Burgess said that we have hundreds of ordinances that need to be changed.  

Mayor Pro-Tem Pierce asked for a motion to go into an Executive Session to discuss personnel.  Councilmember Jordan made the motion to go into Executive Session to discuss personnel at 6:15 P.M.  Councilmember Smith made the Second.
Ayes:  Jordan, Smith, Perry, Pierce, Burgess

We returned from Executive Session at 6:30 P.M. and Councilmember Burgess made a motion to promote Markeith Chatfield as Superintendent over the Street department.  Councilmember Jordan made the Second. 
Ayes:  Burgess, Jordan, Pierce, Smith, Perry

Mayor Pro-Tem Pierce asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:31 P.M.  Councilmember Burgess made the motion to adjourn the meeting and Councilmember Jordan made the Second.
Ayes:  Burgess, Jordan, Pierce, Smith, Perry

                                                                                       ______________________________________
                                                                                       City Clerk


Approved this 3rd day of April 2025

___________________________________
Mayor




