



Ashburn City Council Meeting
Thursday, March 2, 2023
6:00 P.M.

Present:  Mayor Sandra Lumpkin, City Clerk Amanda Hill, City Manager Cherysh Green-Caldwell, Councilmember Corey Jordan, Councilmember John Burgess, Councilmember Andrea Pierce, Councilmember Jermaine Rockwell, Attorney Tommy Coleman, Councilmember Sheldon Smith was absent due to being in school in Athens for Newly Elected Officials Training

Guests:  Ben Baker, Chief Richard Purvis, Howard Jordan, Robert Caldwell, Chief Jamie Turner, Major Jerome Troutman, Buster Felton, Firefighter Charles Jordan Jr., Brett Burgess, Mary Nell Gipson

Meeting called to order by Mayor Lumpkin at 6:00 P.M.  Invocation was done by Councilmember Andrea Pierce.  The Pledge of Allegiance was said by all who chose to.  Roll Call was done by City Clerk Amanda Hill.

Mayor Lumpkin read a statement concerning the officer involved shooting that happened on Wednesday, March 1, 2023; where a young man later died.

Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the February 2, 2023 regular meeting and the February 21, 2023 called meeting.  Councilmember Jordan made the motion and Councilmember John Burgess Seconded.       Ayes:  Jordan, Burgess, Rockwell, Pierce

Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to approve the Beer & Wine retail sale only Alcoholic Beverage License for Washington Grocery/Rajeshkumar J.Patel , located at 833 W. Washington Avenue.  Councilmember Pierce made the motion and Councilmember Jordan Seconded.        Ayes:  Pierce, Jordan, Rockwell, Burgess

Mayor Lumpkin mentioned the amended agreement with Norfolk Southern Corp and turned the discussion over to Attorney Tommy Coleman.  Attorney Coleman said that the City has water, sewer and gas lines under some of these railroads.  We were only paying One Hundred Dollars a year for rental of the space where our Caboose is located.  Norfolk now wants to increase the fee to Fifteen Hundred Dollars a year.   Attorney Coleman said that he and Mayor Lumpkin had already discussed this.  Councilmember Burgess told Attorney Coleman that he does not tell the Council what to do, the Council makes that decision.  Councilmember Jordan wanted to know who put the caboose there?  Attorney Coleman did not know.  Councilmember Burgess asked how long was this known about the fee increase?  Mr. Coleman said he and the Mayor have known about two months now.  Councilmember Burgess said that he does not see how Attorney Coleman and Mayor Lumpkin did not think that the rest of the Council needed to know about this.  Councilmember Burgess told Mayor Lumpkin that she’s the one with dementia and she doesn’t know what she is talking about in reference to their not telling the Council about the Norfolk increase.    Councilmember Burgess said that $1500 is a waste of the taxpayers money.  Howard Jordan asked if the Railroad paid any taxes?  Mayor Lumpkin said that she thought they paid some kind of taxes.  Councilmember Burgess wants to make a motion to move the Caboose and put it on City property.  Councilmember Rockwell wants us to get prices on the removal of the Caboose.  Councilmember Pierce made a motion to table the Caboose discussion until we find out fees for removal of the Caboose and Councilmember Burgess Seconded.     Ayes:  Pierce, Burgess, Jordan, Rockwell

Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to go into Executive Session for personnel reasons.  We did not go at that time due to Councilmember Rockwell discussing B’s Kitchen and their corrective action that they need to take so that they might be able to get their business license.  Councilmember Rockwell wants to give them sixty (60) more days to get this done.   City Manager Caldwell says that our ordinance is out of date, but she does have to abide by it.  Mayor Lumpkin apologized to Brett Burgess for her misunderstanding about his business license, because she did have some confusion.  Councilmember John Burgess also wants to get an ordinance for a Bar and Grill within the sixty (60) days; and a Liquor License Ordinance.   Councilmember Burgess said that we could change the ordinance tonight and Attorney Coleman said that we could not because you have to have another in place of the old one.   Councilmember Rockwell offered a motion to allow B’s Kitchen to get his license and Councilmember Burgess Seconded.   Councilmember Pierce did not vote.       Ayes:  Rockwell, Burgess, Jordan     
Attorney Coleman will have the ordinances changed and in place within the sixty days.

Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to go into Executive Session at 6:31 P.M..   Councilmember Jordan made the motion and Councilmember Rockwell Seconded.
Ayes:  Jordan, Burgess, Rockwell, Pierce
Councilmember Burgess advised that we may come out with a vote.  Mayor Lumpkin said “thank you, Mr. Burgess”.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Returned to Regular Session at 7:00 P.M.  Dustin Land was appointed as Prosecutor for Ashburn Municipal Court, but there was no vote.  Councilmember Burgess made a motion to terminate Drew Eckl Farnham and Councilmember Jordan Seconded.       Ayes:  Burgess, Jordan, Rockwell
Nays:  Pierce

Motion to adjourn at 7:20 P.M. by Councilmember Pierce and Councilmember Jordan Seconded.                  Ayes:  Pierce, Jordan, Rockwell, Burgess

                                                                                                           ________________________________
                                                                                                           City Clerk

Approved this 6th day of April 2023

__________________________________
Mayor





																												





