Ashburn City Council Meeting
Thursday, February 6, 2025
6:00 P.M.

Present:  Councilmember Corey Jordan, Councilmember Andrea Pierce, Mayor Sandra Lumpkin, Councilmember Jonathan Perry, Councilmember Sheldon Smith, Attorney Winston Denmark, Councilmember John Burgess, and City Clerk Amanda Hill

Guests:  Howard Jordan, Sasha King, Ashley Miller, acting Director of Public Safety Richard Troutman, Ben Baker, Giselle Smith, Sami Mastrario, Jan Winter, Shikina Wilson, Ida Carridine, Chester King, James Wise, Joe Rowan, and Kimberly Hall

Mayor Lumpkin called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M.  The invocation was made by Councilmember Andrea Pierce followed by a moment of silence.  The Pledge of Allegiance was next followed by a roll call.

Mayor Lumpkin advised that the agenda would need to be amended before it was approved.  We need to add mandatory PTSD insurance for firefighters and police; HB 581 for Homestead Exemption and a firefighter grant.  

Councilmember Pierce made the motion to amend the agenda by adding HB 581 Homestead Exemption making it Item number 8 on the agenda, the PTSD Insurance for firefighters and police making it Item number 9 on the agenda, and the firefighters tax grant making it Item number 10 on the agenda.  This moves the Executive Session to Item number 11 and Adjournment to Item number 12 on the agenda.  Councilmember Jordan made the Second.    Ayes:  Pierce, Jordan, Smith, Burgess, Perry

Mayor Lumpkin asked for the motion to approve the minutes from January 2, 2025, regular meeting.  Councilmember Jordan made the motion to approve the minutes from the January 2, 2025, regular meeting.  Councilmember Pierce made the Second.
Ayes:  Jordan, Pierce, Burgess, Perry, Smith

Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to approve the alcohol beverage license for Steps Sports Bar for Joe Burgess located at 115 S. Main Street to include beer, wine, and distilled spirits.  Councilmember Pierce offered the motion to approve the alcohol license for Steps Sports Bar for beer, wine, and distilled spirits.  Councilmember Jordan made the Second.
Ayes:  Pierce, Jordan, Burgess, Perry, Smith

Attorney Denmark discussed HB 581.  He advised that this bill would allow for two things:  1. Grants a statewide homestead exemption that limits increases in the taxable value of homes to no more than the inflation rate that occurred over the prior year; and 2.  Allows local governments to elect to opt out of this homestead exemption within their jurisdiction so that it will not apply to their taxable values.  Councilmember Pierce said that she wanted to motion to opt out, but Attorney Denmark said that we should advertise first.  He said that you must have three public hearings.  

The week of February 24th, we could have two meetings on the 25th.  It was decided to have two meetings on February 20, 2025, at 6:00 and 6:30 P.M. and on February 27, 2025, at 6:00 P.M.

PTSD insurance for police and firefighters is mandatory now.  It is HB 451 which requires all public entities in Georgia to offer a supplemental benefit program for eligible first responders diagnosed with post-traumatic stress disorder resulting from exposure to line of duty traumatic events.  It is $2,215.50 a year.  Councilmember Pierce made a motion to approve the PTSD insurance for fire and police first responders.  Councilmember Burgess made the Second.                     Ayes:  Pierce, Burgess, Smith, Jordan, Perry

James Wise, from the fire department, was invited up to discuss the 2025 GFSTC Fireworks Tax Grant.  This is the Georgia Firefighter Standards and Training Council grant to aid Georgia fire departments with current certificates of compliance through the grant program.  These grants will be funded through monies derived from taxes levied upon the sale of consumer fireworks in Georgia.  The grant has a $25,000.00 limit with a 10% department match.  It must be submitted by March 3, 2025.  It could be used for bottles that cost up to $22,000.00 and turn out gear up to $6, 000.00.  
Councilmember Pierce offered a motion to go ahead an apply for the fireworks tax grant and Councilmember Jordan made the Second.
Ayes:  Pierce, Jordan, Smith, Burgess, Perry

Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to go into Executive Session to discuss personnel.  Councilmember Pierce made the motion to go into Executive Session to discuss personnel at 6:27 P.M.  Councilmember Jordan made the Second.
Ayes:  Pierce, Jordan, Perry, Smith, Burgess

Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to accept the resignation of City Manager Daryl Hall.  Councilmember Pierce made the motion to accept the resignation of City Manager Hall and Councilmember Smith made the Second.   Mayor Lumpkin asked for a roll call vote.
Councilmember Perry said Yes to accept, Councilmember Smith said Yes to accept, Councilmember Pierce said Yes to accept, Councilmember Jordan said No, and Councilmember Burgess said No.       Motion fails

Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to appoint Richard J. Troutman as the new Public Safety Director for the City of Ashburn.  Councilmember Pierce made the motion to appoint Troutman as Public Safety Director and Councilmember Burgess made the Second.
Ayes:  Pierce, Burgess, Smith, Perry, Jordan

Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:54 P.M.  Councilmember Pierce made the motion to adjourn the meeting and Councilmember Jordan made the Second.      Ayes:  Pierce, Jordan, Perry, Smith, Burgess


                                                                                           ___________________________________
                                                                                            City Clerk

Approved this 6th day of March 2025

___________________________________
Mayor



