ASHBURN CITY COUNCIL MEETING
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2026
6:00 P.M. 92/92
1.) Mayor Sandra Lumpkin called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.
2.) Council Member Andrea Pierce led the moment of silence and invocation.
3.) Council Member Andrea Pierce led the Pledge of Allegiance.
4.) City Manager/City Clerk Amanda Hill led the roll call:
· Council Member Jonathan Perry - Present 
· Council Member Sheldon Smith - Present 
· Council Member Andrea Pierce – Present Council
· Council Member Corey Jordan - Present
· Council Member John Burgess - Present
· Mayor Sandra Lumpkin- Present
· City Attorney Winston Denmark- Present
· Mayor Sandra Lumpkin asked for record to show that the City Manager/ City Clerk was in attendance.
Gallery Guests Included: Ben Baker, Sami Mastrario, Shylinski Smith & children, Howard Jordan, James Wise, Sasha King, Officer Lavender, Officer Rowan
5.) Mayor Sandra Lumpkin requested a motion to approve the February 5th, 2026, agenda with amended changes. Amended changes being, adding Council Member Sheldon Smith to the agenda to discuss speed bumps on S. Gordon St. instead of police community engagement for agenda item twelve. Council Member Andrea Pierce offered a motion to approve the agenda with amended changes. Council Member Sheldon Smith offered a second. All in favor? (Ayes- Perry, Jordan, Smith, Pierce, Burgess) Any opposed? None. The motion carried.
6.) Mayor Sandra Lumpkin requested a motion to approve the regular meeting minutes of January 8th, 2026. Council Member Andrea Pierce offered a motion to approve the regular meeting minutes of January 8th, 2026. Council Member John Burgess offered a second. All in favor? (Ayes -Perry, Jordan, Smith, Pierce, Burgess) Any opposed? None. The motion carried.
7.) Mayor Sandra Lumpkin introduced the first topic; the approval of the Alcohol Beverage License (Distilled Spirits and Beer/Wine on premise) for J & J Bar & Grill. J & J Bar & Grill is owned by Mr. Charles Jospeh Jordan Sr. at 227 Hardin Ave. Mayor Lumpkin requested a motion to approve the Alcohol Beverage License (Distilled Spirits and Beer/Wine) for J & J Bar & Grill. Council Member John Burgess offered a motion to approve the licensure. Council Members Corey Jordan and Sheldon Smith both offered a second.  Council Member Jonathan Perry mentioned that according to the Qpublic database, the business is located on S Lee St. Several Council Members in addition to Officer Joe Rowan confirmed that J & J Bar & Grill is located on Hardin Ave. All in favor? (Ayes -Perry, Jordan, Smith, Pierce, Burgess) Any opposed? None. The motion carried.
8.) Mayor Sandra Lumpkin introduced the second topic; renaming Mulberry Alley to Willie Mae Alley. Mrs. Lizzie Pierce requested that Mulberry Alley be changed to Willie Mae Alley in memory of her late mother, Mrs. Willie Mae Bateman. Council Member Andrea Pierce questioned if the family would pay to change the name of the alley. City Manager/ City Clerk Amanda Hill responded to Council Member Pierce explaining that no other family has had to pay. Mayor Lumpkin questioned if the request came from a family member. Several Council Members responded “yes” to Mayor Lumpkin. Mayor Lumpkin requested a motion to approve the resolution to rename Mulberry Alley to Willie Mae Alley. Council Member Andrea Pierce offered a motion to approve the resolution to rename Mulberry Alley to Willie Mae Alley. Council Member John Burgess offered a second. All in favor? (Ayes -Perry, Jordan, Smith, Pierce, Burgess) Any opposed? None. The motion carried.
9.) Mayor Sandra Lumpkin introduced the third topic; adopting an ordinance for tiny houses and tiny house villages. Council Members Corey Jordan and John Burgess asked, “Will property owners who already have tiny home structures on their properties be forced to bring them up to code?”, referencing the influx of tiny homes on West End Ave. Mayor Lumpkin requested that a zoning ordinance be drafted specifically for tiny homes. City Attorney Winston Denmark, assured Mayor Lumpkin that the tiny house classification will be added to the zoning board by approving this ordinance. Council Member Jonathan Perry expressed his concerns about the vague verbiage, highlighting phrases like “permanent foundation” and “stick built” in the ordinance. Council Member Andrea Pierce had questions about who will be maintaining the property. Council Member Jonathan Perry also asked about the roadways potentially needing to be paved. Council Member Jonathan Perry suggested that the council mention their concerns to the building inspector and require a site plan review from owners interested in building a tiny house in the village. Council Member Perry asked about adding a specific number of tiny houses that will be allowed in the village to the ordinance. City Attorney Winston Denmark responded stating. “You can add a second adaptation to the ordinance. However, there is already verbiage in the ordinance implying that the number of houses is dependent on how many can fit in the allotted area.” in the tiny house village. Mayor Lumpkin stressed the importance of insuring that the tiny house village will have adequate plumbing, sewage, roadways and other integral things. City Attorney Denmark responded to Council Member Perry saying, “The entry way must be paved.” in the tiny house village. Mayor Lumpkin asked, “What is the pleasure of the council?”, after several minutes of discourse. In response, Council Member Andrea Pierce offered a motion to approve the ordinance with amended changes. Council Member John Burgess offered a second. All in favor? (Ayes -Perry, Jordan, Smith, Pierce, Burgess) Any opposed? None. The motion carried.
· City Manager Report: City Manager/ City Clerk Amanda Hill –Adjustments for 2024 property tax appeals are still being sent out. Such balances on those appealed taxes will be due by June 30th, 2026. There has been cross training with various departments including the street department assisting with street trash removal and poly cart services. The water department is fully staffed and capable of providing the necessary sewer taps, water taps and other maintenance. The next upcoming holiday is February 16th, 2026, to observe President’s Day.
· A Resolution to Adopt The 2026 Joint Turner Country and City of Ashburn, Rebecca & Sycamore Comprehensive Plan Update: Mayor Lumpkin – Mayor Lumpkin opened by saying, “This plan is a document prepared in accordance with the standards and procedures for local comprehensive planning establish by the Georgia Planning Act of 1989 “and is a yearly resolution. Mayor Lumpkin requested a motion to adopt the 2026 Joint Turner Country and City of Ashburn, Rebecca & Sycamore Comprehensive Plan Update. Council Member Andrea Pierce offered a motion to adopt the 2026 Joint Turner County and City of Ashburn, Rebecca & Sycamore Comprehensive Plan Update. Council Member John Burgess offered a second. All in favor? (Ayes -Perry, Jordan, Smith, Pierce, Burgess) Any opposed? None. The motion carried.
10.) Mayor Sandra Lumpkin introduced the fourth topic; discussing and approving the Sick Leave Donation Policy. According to the policy, if an employee has an illness that requires them to be out of work for a period, other employees can donate their sick time to said employee. Donations will be in increments of eight hours (a complete day). Only employees who are full-time with more than 40 hours of sick leave can donate. Recipients must be full- time and employed at least twelve consecutive months. Recipients can only receive donations if they have used all means of leave (sick, vacation, compensatory) accumulated during their employment. Council Member Corey Jordan asked, “What if you don’t want to donate?”; several council members replied saying “Donations are voluntary” as stated in the policy. Mayor Lumpkin requested a motion for the approval of the Sick Leave Donation Policy. Council Member John Burgess offered a motion to approve the Sick Leave Donation Policy. Council Member Andrea Pierce offered a second. All in favor? (Ayes -Perry, Jordan, Smith, Pierce, Burgess) Any opposed? None. The motion carried.
11.) Mayor Lumpkin moved to the next topic, the garbage contract with Golden Environmental by Council Member Sheldon Smith. First, Council Member Smith questioned “Wasn’t the council once in agreement of removing Golden Environmental?”, then awaited a response from the council. Council Member Andrea Pierce replied saying, “We need to have someone else lined up.” before the existing contract is terminated. Council Member Jonathan Perry asked City Manager/City Clerk Amanda Hill, “Didn’t you meet with other suppliers and get estimates” referencing a brief meeting City Manager/City Clerk Hill had with Ryland Environmental. City Manager/ City Clerk Hill said, “The meeting was informal and no estimates were drawn up.” in response to Council Member Perry. Mayor Lumpkin suggested that the city would need to inform Golden Environmental of our decision. In response, several members of the council and City Manager/ City Clerk Hill said, “We have already notified them of our dissatisfaction.”  as another notice isn’t necessary. City Attorney Winston Denmark questioned “Does the council want Ms. Hill to start looking for others?” in place of Golden Environmental. Council Member John Burgess replied, “The polycarts at Golden Environmental are $2.00 cheaper” when compared to other options. Council Member Sheldon Smith advised that the city look for another supplier all together as he has received several complaints about street trash and poly carts. Mayor Lumpkin asked, “Does the council want to vote on this tonight?”; the council declined a roll call vote at the time This issue was tabled to allow the City Manager Amanda Hill to find a replacement supplier. Council Member John Burgess confirmed with City Attorney Denmark that before a final decision is made on a new supplier, the council must re-bid. 
12.) Mayor Lumpkin introduced the amended topic, speed bumps on South Gordon Street. Council Member Sheldon Smith was given the floor to speak. Council Member Sheldon Smith reminded the council of when Ms. Lawson presented a petition with about eighteen signatures to have speed bumps placed on S Gordon St on April 3rd, 2025. In last month’s meeting the petition against the speed bumps being placed on Akins Ave by the residents of Story Street was highlighted. However, Ms. Lawson’s petition was not acknowledged. Council Member Jonathan Perry supported Council Member Smith’s push to have speed bumps placed on S. Gordon St. Council Member John Burgess noted that the city has denied several speed bump requests within the last year. However, Council Member Smith pushed back saying, “When it came to Pate Ave, where Council Member Corey Jordan lives, his petition was acknowledged.” which Smith explains as a possibly ‘bias” council. Council Member Corey Jordan replied saying, “If we are going to put speed bumps on S. Gordon St. then let’s put some on Akin Ave. as well” to ensure that the council is unbiased. Council Member Smith agreed with Council Member Jordan’s statement. Council Member John Burgess touched back on January’s meeting when Mr. Bruce Kimble expressed his desire for speed bumps to stop cars from speeding in front of his mother’s house on Akin Ave. saying that Public Safety Director Richard Troutman found flashing signs for Akins. Officer Joe Rowan confirmed that Public Safety Director Richard Troutman has priced speed bumps, stop signs, and flashing lights. Council Member Jordan warned of a possible domino effect with petitions for speeds bump and other anti-speed enforcement tools. Council Member Smith reiterated that a petition with eighteen signatures deserves to be acknowledged. Council Member Perry suggested a diagram of exactly where the speed bumps need to be. Council Member Andrea Pierce offered a motion to put speeds bumps on S. Gordon St. Council Member John Burgess offered a second. All in favor? (Ayes -Perry, Jordan, Smith, Pierce, Burgess) Any opposed? None. The motion carried.
13.) Mayor Lumpkin introduced the final topic, the contribution to the Fire Ant Festival and proposed contribution to Eastern Star Alumni Festival. Council Member John Burgess was given the floor to speak. Afterwards, Mayor Lumpkin expressed her stance against donating city funds to a private organization such as Eastern Stars. Her decision was made on the premise that this festival was for Eastern Star members only. Council Member John Burgess informed Mayor Lumpkin that the event is open for all Turner County alumni. Mayor Lumpkin consulted City Attorney Winston Denmark on the legitimacy of Council Member Burgess’ request. Mayor Lumpkin also asked Council Member Burgess, 
“Has this event ever happened before?” as she was unaware of its existence. Council Member Burgess responded saying, “Yes. The Eastern Stars also give back to the community” via donations etc. Council Member Jonathan Perry asked could the Eastern Stars provide a budget before the city donates, stressing the importance of knowing where funds are spent. Mayor Lumpkin asked for an itinerary.  Council Member Burgess argued that the Fire Ant Festival representatives are not asked to provide such detailed documents. Council Member Burgess asked for the Eastern Stars Alumni Festival to receive the same donation as the Fre Ant Festival of $2500. Council Member John Burgess offered a motion to contribute to Eastern Star Alumni Festival. Council Member Smith offered a second. All in favor? (Ayes -Perry, Jordan, Smith, Pierce, Burgess) Any opposed? None. The motion carried.
14.) Mayor Lumpkin requested a motion to adjourn the meeting. Council Member Andrea Pierce offered a motion to adjourn. Council Member John Burgess offered a second. Motion carried.  Ayes- Perry, Jordan, Smith, Pierce, Burgess      The gallery was cleared at 7:05 p.m.
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