[bookmark: _GoBack]Ashburn City Council Meeting
Thursday, February 2, 2023
6:00 P.M.

Present:  Mayor Sandra Lumpkin, Councilmembers  Sheldon Smith, Corey Jordan, Andrea Pierce, Attorney Tommy Coleman, City Clerk Amanda Hill, Councilmember Jermaine Rockwell, Councilmember John Burgess, City Manager Cherysh Green-Caldwell

Guests:  Robert Carter, Ben Baker, Spencer Wynn, Major Troutman, Howard Jordan, Blake Christian, Albert Shephard, Charles Jordan Jr., Robert Caldwell, Ashley Miller, Chief Turner, Chuck Martenn, Grace and Odis Reese, Jackie Daniels, Latrice Wilson, Ezra Robinson, Nicole Ranew

Mayor Lumpkin asked Councilmember Andrea Pierce if she would do the Invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  Roll Call was then done.

Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the January 5, 2023 Regular meeting and January 9, 2023 Called meeting.  Councilmember Corey Jordan made the motion and Councilmember Burgess made a Second.
Ayes:  Jordan, Burgess, Smith, Rockwell
Nays:  Councilmember Pierce for the Called Meeting Minutes

Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to approve the Beer and Wine on Premises/Liquor by the Drink License for El Taquito Olympico LLC located at 533 East Washington Avenue.  Councilmember Pierce made the motion to approve and Councilmember Jordan made a  Second.       Ayes:  Pierce, Jordan, Burgess, Smith, Rockwell

Chief Turner discussed the Georgia Mutual Aid Resource Pact because Joey Fowler, Tift County Fire Chief, could not be here due to ISO coming up.  This Resolution would authorize the City of Ashburn Fire Department to form a mutual aid resource pact which shall be a public corporation; to render and receive aid an assistance for disastrous incident suppression.  GMAG (Georgia Mutual Aid Group) is free now and will not go back to charging for this.  Mayor Lumpkin asked if there were any further questions?  This will be reviewed and placed on next month’s agenda.

Mayor Lumpkin discussed the called meeting held on January 9, 2023, where four councilmembers voted to go ahead and provide services for the mobile home located on West End Avenue for Solo Industries/Solomon Daniels.   She Vetoed that vote.   John Burgess made a motion to go ahead and provide the service and he was overriding the Mayor’s Veto.
Mayor Lumpkin asked for a roll call vote and Burgess voted Yes, Jordan voted Yes,  Smith voted Yes, and Rockwell voted Yes.  Councilmember Pierce did not vote.  Mayor Lumpkin asked if she could say something concerning this decision and Attorney Coleman said yes.
Mayor Lumpkin said that she will not allow taps to be done for the property on West End Avenue for Solo Industries.  Councilmember Burgess said no disrespect but it has already been voted on to let Mr. Daniels pay the fees.  Mr. Burgess wanted to know if we could move on?

City Manager Caldwell discussed our twenty-five year sanitation contract that is up in July 2023. The current company knows that we will be leaving.   She wants to enter into a sanitation contracting services/RFP release.  Councilmember Burgess wants the City to give citations to our current garbage collections for the trucks leaving so much excess garbage on the streets after emptying the carts.  Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion for City Manager Caldwell to do ahead with the sanitation services contracting.  Councilmember Pierce made a motion and Councilmember Smith made a Second.
Ayes:  Pierce, Smith, Burgess, Rockwell, Jordan

Compliance Officer Spencer Wynn discussed the tenant abandoned property- eviction debris ordinance.  This ordinance would address the excessive debris created by property owners as a result of tenant evictions in efforts to maintain environmental safety and a pleasing aesthetic within the City of Ashburn.   Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to adopt the ordinance and dispense with the second reading.  Councilmember Pierce made a motion and Councilmember Jordan made a Second.
Ayes:  Pierce, Jordan, Smith, Rockwell, Burgess

City Manager Caldwell discussed the critical technology replacement plan.  She said that many of the underlying technologies running our critical technological infrastructure are outdated.  She said that most of the computers are running Windows 8.  It is the recommendation of administration that the Council approve the critical technology replacement plan and technology purchases.  Phase #1 purchase price is $13, 960.00.  Councilmember Burgess wants more estimates for the replacements.  City Manager Caldwell said that she used VC3 because they are already our IT people.  Councilmember Burgess wanted to know if we had to decide on this tonight?  City Manager Caldwell said that it is critical.  Councilmember Pierce made a motion to go ahead with this and Councilmember Burgess made a Second.        Ayes:  Pierce, Burgess, Smith, Jordan, Rockwell

Attorney Coleman discussed the National Opioid Settlement.  We need to give authorization for the Mayor and City Manager to sign to accept the settlement amount.    Councilmember Pierce offered a motion to allow the Mayor and City Manager to sign.  Councilmember Smith made a Second.                    Ayes:  Pierce, Smith, Rockwell, Jordan, Burgess

City Manager Caldwell explained the Language Access Plan(LAP).  This plan addresses the city of Ashburn’s responsibilities as a recipient of federal financial assistance from the Georgia Department of Community Affairs programs and grants funded by HUD as they relate to the needs of individuals with limited English language skills.  This is associated with our CDBG.  Councilmember Pierce made a motion to adopt this plan and Councilmember Jordan made a Second.        Ayes:   Pierce, Jordan, Smith, Burgess, Rockwell

Nicole Ranew discussed our financial status.   She will aim to utilize financial data to identify efficiencies and potential inefficiencies for the purpose of improving services, responsible budgeting and enhancing transparency.  She told the budget percentages in each department thus far.  She said that the Budget needs some amendments.  She also advised that the utility billing’s December 2022 file was sent to Staples for mailing.  Councilmember Burgess asked how much in arrears are we?  He also said that customers are saying that we are taking their money and can’t show them where they have made payments.  The payments are in the system and can be shown to customers if asked.

City Manager Caldwell discussed a partnership with Valdosta State.  A lot of people don’t know what all we do at the City of Ashburn.  We plan to do community awareness meetings.  The GEFA sanitary sewer project is scheduled; the Round-A-Bout is being discussed by GDOT; awqTIA project is almost complete, waiting on shoulder dressings; water meter project bids are being taken.  We have started cutting off for nonpayment of utility bills.  The first round of cut offs were for customers who made no payments since the last bill was sent out in 2021.
City Manager Caldwell wants to give customers until May 2023 to get caught up.  She congratulated Councilmember Pierce on receiving a certificate of excellence from GMA.

Councilmember Burgess brought up the hours of operation for City Hall.  He does not like the fact that City Hall’s doors are not opened until 9:00 A.M. and closed at 4:30 P.M.  He stated that we are here for the people and the doors should be open at 8 A.M.  He said that he has gotten a lot of complaints concerning this.   Councilmember Pierce asked if a customer calls the day prior to pay a bill before hours of operation the following day, can they be accommodated?  City Manager Caldwell and Finance Officer Nicole Ranew both said yes.   Mayor Lumpkin said that we are not solving anything tonight and will need to discuss this at the next meeting.

Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:56 P.M.  Councilmember Pierce made a motion to adjourn and Councilmember Jordan made a Second.
Ayes:   Pierce, Jordan, Smith, Burgess, Rockwell



							____________________________________
							City Clerk

Approved this 2nd day of March 2023

________________________________
Mayor

