ASHBURN CITY COUNCIL MEETING
THURSDAY, JANUARY 8, 2026
6:00 P.M. 91/91
1.) Call to Order by Mayor Sandra Lumpkin at 6:00 p.m. and wished everyone a Happy New Year and welcomed them to the first city council meeting of 2026.
2.) Mayor Sandra Lumpkin called on Council Member Jonathan Perry for the invocation and moment of silence. Council Member Perry led the Council and the Gallery in prayer followed by a moment of silence.
3.) Council Member Andrea Pierce led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.
4.) Mayor Sandra Lumpkin asked City Clerk/City Manager to hold the roll call:
· Council Member Jonathan Perry – Present.
· Council Member Sheldon Smith – Absent.
· Council Member Andrea Pierce - Present.
· Council Member Corey Jordan - Present.
· Council Member John Burgess – Present.
· Mayor Sandra Lumpkin – Present.
· City Attorney Representative Mr. Wallace Washington - Present
· Mayor Lumpkin asked that it be noted that the City Clerk/City Manager is in attendance.
Gallery Guests Included: Howard Jordan, Sami Mastrario, Public Safety Director Richard Troutman, John McFarland, Jan Winters, Mr. & Mrs. Reese, Zetta Terry, Sasha King

5.) Mayor Sandra Lumpkin requested a motion to approve the, January 8, 2026, Regular City Council Meeting Agenda. A brief discussion between Council resulted in a request to add an Executive Session at the end of the regular meeting for Personnel 50-14-3 (b) (2). Council Member Andrea Pierce offered a motion to add an Executive Session for Personnel 50-14-3 (b) (2) at the end of the Regular City Council Meeting Agenda; Council Member John Burgess offered a second, all in favor Ayes (Jordan, Burgess, Pierce, Perry, Smith). Any opposed? Motion Carries.
6.) Mayor Sandra Lumpkin requested a motion to approve the, December 4, 2025, Regular Meeting Minutes. Council Member John Burgess offered a motion, with a second from Council Member Corey Jordan. Mayor Sandra Lumpkin, I have a motion and a second; All in favor, Ayes (Jordan, Burgess, Pierce, Perry, Smith) Any opposed? None. Motion Carried.
7.) Mayor Sandra Lumpkin addresses the guest speaker’s appearance noting that Ms. Christy Wray is not in attendance and asked the gentlemen there to introduce themselves. Mr. John McFarland stepped forward and introduced himself as the Superintendent for JCI working on the Turner County Middle School/High Project. Mr. McFarland provided literature to the council in the form of a diagram. He stated he would like to give an overview of the project and a schedule with a Q&A at the end. We are looking to replace the old fence and include operable gates that will open in the mornings and close at a certain time and then re-open in the afternoons and close only for bus traffic. We are trying to keep bus traffic from crossing over regular traffic in front of the school. We want to give the bus a safe route in with the kids and out every day. What we are taking on to make that happen is the trimming or removal of the existing tree that is needed to accommodate the bus exit. If the tree is a monument or someone is partial to the tree and wants us to trim it up, we can do that. We just need to be able to get the buses out. All construction work and maintenance up to Haley Avenue will be the responsibility of the school system. Nothing will fall on the City of Ashburn for any cost or anything. We hope to begin June of this year and wrap that project up somewhere around mid-October. So, we are looking at the end of October when bus traffic will actually start exiting out onto Haley. Mayor Sandra Lumpkin asked if Chief Troutman has any questions about the traffic situation or anything? After a few comments and questions from Chief Troutman and Council Members, Mr. McFarland responded there is roughly about 18-19 buses that leave the school and come into the school every day. I’m just here to present and put you on notice, our number one goal is to give the kids a safe way out every day and keep from crossing the traffic out front. We are talking about 15-20 minutes in the afternoon. We have met with our fencing contractor, and the school is in the process of fencing all the way around the school to improve safety. Transportation officers will need to continue to monitor as they do now, stopping traffic to get buses in and out. Everyone will learn the routine where car drop-off/pickup lines are and where the buses are routed to for drop off and pickup. We are just here on behalf of Christy Wray to inform you of the project and to let you know that the City of Ashburn will not be responsible for any upkeep or maintenance as everything is on school property. The Chief may want to get with us to discuss the traffic situation in case he needs to get some officers there in the mornings and afternoons. I will be glad to meet and walk you down there and let you put your eyes on what we are working on. Thank y’all so much for your time and I have some extra copies if anyone would like one.
8.) Mayor Sandra Lumpkin-At this time we need to adopt an ordinance on qualification fees for the mayor and two City Council Members for 2026, is there any discussion on this?  Council Member John Burgess asked about the changes, why is it going up? Seems like they are trying to discourage people from running and that is not fair. Mayor Lumpkin asked if these are the same fees we have had in place. City Clerk/City Manager Amanda Hill replied that the only time these will change is if the salaries change. All that needs to be done is to approve these fees for our November 2026 Election Qualification Fee. Mayor Lumpkin the fees for our November 2026 Election that being the Qualification fee for Mayor shall be $414.00 and the qualification fee for two at large City Council Post shall be $306.00. Any questions or comments? If not, I will ask for a motion to approve this ordinance fixing the fees for our 2026 election. Council Member John Burgess made a motion. Mayor Lumpkin, I have a motion can I have a second? Council Member Andrea Pierce offered a second. I have second, all in favor. Any opposed? (Ayes: Burgess, Jordan, Smith, Pierce, Perry) Motion carries, thank you.
9.) Mayor Sandra Lumpkin, we have to reappoint several of our Municipal appointees. It’s time to reappoint Municipal Court Judge Ray Holland. Motion to appoint? Council Member Andrea Pierce I offer a motion to reappoint Municipal Court Judge Ray Holland. Mayor Lumpkin, we have a motion, may I have a second? Council Member John Burgess gave a second. Mayor Lumpkin, we have a motion and a second, all in favor. (Ayes; Perry, Smith, Burgess, Pierce, Jordan) any opposed? None, motion carried.
10.) Mayor Sandra Lumpkin, next we have the reappointment of Municipal Court Prosecutor Dustin Land. May I have a motion? Council Member John Burgess offered a motion, Mayor Lumpkin may I have a second? Council Member Corey Jordan offered a second. Mayor Lumpkin all in favor? Any opposed-none. (Ayes; Burgess, Jordan, Pierce, Smith, Perry) Motion carries.
11.) Mayor Sandra Lumpkin, next we have the reappointment of the City Attorney, Mr. Winston A. Denmark. May I have a motion? Council Member John Burgess offered a motion to reappoint. Mayor Lumpkin, I have a motion do I have a second? Council Member Corey Jordan offered a second. Mayor Lumpkin, all in favor? (Ayes; Jordan, Burgess, Perry, Pierce, Smith) any opposed? None, motion carries.
12.) Mayor Sandra Lumpkin, we have the reappointment of the Municipal Court Indigent Defense Attorney, John Sherer.  May I have a motion? Council Member Andrea Pierce offered a motion to reappoint. Mayor Lumpkin, I have a motion do I have a second? Council Member Corey Jordan offered a second. Mayor Lumpkin, I have a motion and a second, all in favor? (Ayes; Jordan, Burgess, Perry, Pierce, Smith) any opposed? None, motion carries. Thank you.
13.) Mayor Sandra Lumpkin, the reappointment of City Clerk, Amanda Hill is next on the agenda. This needs to be possibly amended to City Clerk/City Manager. The City Attorney consulted with the mayor. Mayor Lumpkin, I need a motion to reappoint City Clerk/City Manager Amanda Hill/ Council Member Andrea Pierce offered a motion to reappoint City clerk/City Manager Amanda Hill. Mayor Lumpkin, I have a motion can I get a second? Council Member John Burgess offered a second. Mayor Lumpkin, I have a motion and a second, all in favor? (Ayes; Pierce, Burgess, Smith, Perry, Jordan) Any opposed? None. Motion Carries, thank you.
14.) Mayor Sandra Lumpkin, at this time I would like to reappoint Council Member Andrea Pierce as Mayor Pro-Tem. May I have a motion? Council Member John Burgess offered a motion. Mayor Lumpkin, may I have a second? Council Member Corey Jordan offered a second. Mayor Lumpkin, I have a second, all in favor? (Ayes; Burgess, Jordan, Perry, Smith) Any opposed? None. Motion Carries, thank you.
15.) Mayor Sandra Lumpkin, the next item on the agenda is the approval of the alcohol beverage license for Arya Food Mart, Poornank P. Patel located at 231 South Main Street, Beer and Wine on premise. May I have a motion? Council Member Andrea Pierce offered a motion. Mayor Lumpkin, can I get a second? Council Member John Burgess offered a second. Mayor Lumpkin, all in favor? (Ayes; Burgess, Pierce, Jordan, Smith, Perry) Any opposed? None. Motion Carries, thank you.
16.) Mayor Lumpkin, alright, you all have a list of the alcoholic beverage license renewals. Please look over this list and if there are any questions or comments at this time please do so now. Mayor Lumpkin, alright I’m going to ask for approval of the beverage licenses for 2026 for the list that you all have just gone over. May I have a motion to approve for all of the attachments. Council Member Corey Jordan offered a motion to approve the 2026 alcohol beverage licenses for the attached list. Council Member Pierce offered a second. Mayor Sandra Lumpkin, thank you. I have a motion and a second, all in favor (Ayes; Pierce, Jordan, Smith Perry, Burgess) Any opposed? Motion Carries, thank you.
17.) Mayor Sandra Lumpkin, the next item on the agenda is to discuss the Holiday Calendar for this year. Any changes Ms. Hill? Yes Ma’am. Council Member Andrea Pierce, we had Friday, January 2nd, it has already been taken into effect and Friday, April 3rd, which is Good Friday. Council Member Pierce, you all know that Friday April 24th we always like to have a picnic with the city employees for City’s United Week. The Council discussed this date and decided instead of taking a whole day off they would keep it at a half day. Mayor Sandra Lumpkin, is there any further discussion? Council Member Andrea Pierce offered a motion to approve the Holiday Calendar with on amended change, which is Friday April 24th keep it a a half day instead of doing an entire day. Mayor Lumpkin, I have a motion, any discussion?  Council Member Jonathan Perry, the only question I have is about Christmas. I get the 24th and the 25th is on Friday, but that Wednesday, that will be three days, the offices will be closed. After a brief discussion, Council Member Andrea Pierce rescinded her motion from the floor and offered a motion with two amended changes. On Friday April 24th instead of a whole day, it will be a half day and on December 23rd instead of a whole day it will be a half day for our 2026 Holiday Calendar. Mayor Lumpkin, I have a motion may I have a second? Council Member John Burgess offered a second. Mayor Lumpkin, all in favor? (Ayes; Jordan, Burgess, Pierce, Perry, Smith) Any opposed, none. Motion Carries, thank you.
18.) Mayor Sandra Lumpkin, the next item on the agenda is to discuss speed bumps on Akin Avenue, Council Member Jordan.  Council Member Jordan, yes ma’am we have had a few instances on some occasions on that street where Mr. Bruce Kimble lives, a few cars are always running in his yard and racing up and down Story Street. Mr. Kimble on a few occasions has had issues and he is requesting speed bumps I’m not sure if the Council wants to do that, but I’m just here to speak on his behalf because he can’t be here. After much discussion Mayor Lumpkin asked if it is the pleasure of the Council that we give the Chief time to do some research? Council Member Jordan asked if there could be more police presence in that area to help with the issue? Chief Troutman, in turn requested that the residents call and report also. Mr. Howard Jordan raised his hand to speak and asked about putting a flashing light there. Mayor Lumpkin asked the chief to do research on the matter.
19.) Mayor Sandra Lumpkin, with no further regular business, I’m going to ask for a motion to go into Executive Session for Personnel 50-14-3 (b) (2). Council Member Andrea Pierce offered a motion to go into Executive Session for Personnel 50-14-3 (b) (2). Mayor Lumpkin, I have a motion, can I get a second? Council Member John Burgess offered a second. Mayor Lumpkin, I have a motion and a second to go into Executive Session, all in favor? (Ayes; Perry, Pierce, Smith, Jordan, Burgess) Any opposed? None. Motion carries. Thank you everyone for coming. The gallery was cleared & Council moved into Executive Session at 6:34 p.m.
20.) Mayor Sandra Lumpkin requested that the doors be opened at 6:37 p.m., and the guests were invited back in, as they returned to Regular Session. Mayor Lumpkin welcomed everyone back into the gallery and thanked everyone for attending, she then requested a motion to adjourn. Council Member Corey Jordan offered a motion to adjourn, and Council Member John Burgess offered a second, motion carried and the meeting was adjourned at 6:39 p.m.
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