Ashburn City Council Meeting
Thursday, January 2, 2025
6:00 P.M.

Present:  Councilmember Andrea Pierce, City Manager Daryl Hall, City Clerk Amanda Hill, Mayor Sandra Lumpkin, Councilmember John Burgess, Councilmember Sheldon Smith, Councilmember Corey Jordan, Councilmember Jonathan Perry, and Attorney Winston A. Denmark arrived at 6:14 P.M.
Guests:  Ben Baker, Richard Purvis and son, Elizabeth See, Mrs. Jonathan Perry, Eileen Perry, Rose Mary Hall, Ms. Doleman, Sami Mastrario, Howard Jordan, Ashley Miller, Willie James Thomas, Geraldine Jordan, Billy Jordan, Jan Winter, Sasha King, Judge Penny Thomas, Brad Calhoun, Cornelia Thomas, Christine Jordan, Jerome Troutman, Shylynski Smith, Giselle Smith, Ivy Smith, Saige Smith, Mr.  and Mrs. Jackie Johnson, Reginald Ann Johnson, Officer Joe Rowan, Mrs. Corey Jordan and Kamori Jordan
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Lumpkin at 6:00 P.M. A moment of silence and the Invocation was done by Councilmember Pierce followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Judge Penny Thomas swore in Councilmembers Jonathan Perry, Sheldon Smith, and Corey Jordan before any regular business was done.
Councilmember Pierce offered a motion for a recess until Attorney Denmark arrived.   Councilmember Burgess made the Second.        Ayes:  Pierce, Burgess, Jordan, Smith, Perry
Councilmember Pierce made the motion to end the recess at 6:14 P.M. when Attorney Denmark arrived.  Councilmember Jordan made the Second.        Ayes:  Pierce, Jordan, Burgess, Smith, Perry
Mayor Lumpkin requested a roll call.
Councilmember Pierce made a motion to approve the agenda with an amendment by adding the resolution supporting the participation of the City of Ashburn in the South Georgia Energy Authority, making it a total of fifteen items on the agenda.  Councilmember Smith made the Second.          Ayes:  Pierce, Smith, Jordan, Burgess, Perry
Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to approve the December 5, 2024, meeting minutes, Councilmember Pierce made the motion to approve the December 5, 2024, meeting minutes and Councilmember Jordan made the Second.   All in favor, any opposed, motion carries.             Ayes:  Pierce, Jordan, Smith, Perry, Burgess
Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to reappoint Ray Holland as the Municipal Court Judge.  Councilmember Pierce made a motion to reappoint Ray Holland as the Municipal Court Judge and Councilmember Jordan made the Second.   All in favor, any opposed, motion carries.                   Ayes:  Pierce, Jordan, Smith, Perry, Burgess
Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to reappoint Dustin Land as the Municipal Court Prosecutor.  Councilmember Pierce made the motion to reappoint Dustin Land as the Municipal Court Prosecutor and Councilmember Jordan made the Second.  All in favor, any opposed, motion carries.             Ayes:  Pierce, Jordan, Smith, Burgess, Perry
Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to reappoint John Sherrer as the Municipal Court Indigent Defense Attorney.  Councilmember Pierce made a motion to reappoint John Sherrer as the Municipal Court Indigent Defense Attorney and Councilmember Jordan made the Second.    We have a motion and a Second.  All in favor, any opposed, motion carries.                Ayes:  Pierce, Jordan, Burgess, Perry, Smith
Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to reappoint Winston A. Denmark as Attorney.  Councilmember Pierce made a motion to reappoint Winston A. Denmark as the Attorney and Councilmember Jordan made the Second     We have a motion and a Second.  All in favor, any opposed, motion carries.      Ayes:  Pierce, Jordan, Burgess, Smith, Perry
Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to reappoint Amanda Hill as the City Clerk.  Councilmember Pierce made a motion to reappoint Amanda Hill as City Clerk and Councilmember Smith made the Second.   All in favor, any opposed, motion carries       Ayes:  Pierce, Smith 
Mayor Lumpkin reappointed Andrea Pierce as Mayor Pro-Tem.   Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion and a Second
Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to approve the following alcohol licenses for 2025.  Councilmember Pierce offered the motion to approve the alcohol licenses for 2025 and read the list.  Councilmember Jordan made the Second.  We have a motion and a Second.  All in favor, any opposed, motion carries.  Councilmember Pierce omitted a page of alcohol licenses and went back and read those.  Councilmember Burgess made the motion to approve the omitted list and Councilmember Jordan made the Second.                                Ayes:  Pierce, Jordan, Burgess, Smith, Perry
The holiday calendar for 2025 was discussed.  Councilmember Pierce read the schedule.   Councilmember Jordan made a motion to approve all holidays on the calendar and Councilmember Smith made the Second.  We have a motion and a Second, any opposed, motion carries.            Ayes:  Jordan, Smith, Pierce, Burgess, Perry
City Manager Hall discussed the 2024 millage rate for property taxes.  Last year’s millage rate was 10.9460 and we will roll back to 8.3050 for 2024 to try and offset the property evaluation increase.  Councilmember Pierce offered a motion to accept the rollback of 8.3050 for the 2024 property taxes and Councilmember Burgess made the Second.  All in favor, any opposed, motion carries.                                     Ayes:  Pierce, Burgess, Jordan, Perry, Smith 
Mayor Lumpkin welcomed Danita C. Doleman, with SEAS Community Partners, to the meeting.  She came to speak with us about USDA rural development community grants.  She wants to write grants for the City of Ashburn.  Grants are up to One Hundred Thousand Dollars.  Councilmember Smith asked about the fee.  Ms. Doleman said that their fee is Five Thousand Dollars.  Councilmember Smith is totally against the grant writer proposal from Danita C. Doleman.   He asked if they needed to take a vote tonight.  He also said that we are willing to take money from the citizens and not use the free money that he had acquired.  Councilmember Smith motioned to do away with the grant proposal.  Councilmember Pierce said that this was informational only.
City Manager Hall discussed a resolution supporting the participation of the City of Ashburn in the South Georgia Energy Authority.  They are trying to add more capacity of the gas line.  This would stabilize our gas prices.  We have 600 units now and already use 512 of those units.  There is no cost to participate.  There is nothing wrong with what we have now. We are just trying to add to it.   
Councilmember Smith wanted to allow Ashley Miller, the Chamber Director, to come up and discuss the resolution more.  Councilmember Pierce made a motion to add Ashley Miller to the agenda, making the agenda item sixteen.  Councilmember Burgess made the Second.
Ashley Miller discussed the resolution for the joint development authority and told why she thought that we should be included.  The resolution would support the City of Ashburn’s participation in the South Georgia Energy Authority to enhance energy management, improve service delivery, and secure reliable energy resources for residents and businesses.  City Manager Hall said that this is not the same as the Gas Authority, which we ae a member of already.   Mayor Lumpkin asked if there were any questions or comments concerning the resolution.  Mr. Jackie Johnson, from the audience, was allowed to come up and relay his dislike concerning the resolution for the joint development authority.  He said that there is always a rush, a deadline.   
Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to adopt the resolution supporting the participation of the City of Ashburn in the South Georgia Energy Authority.  Councilmember Burgess made the motion and Councilmembers Smith and Jordan Seconded.                                                  Ayes:  Burgess, Smith, Jordan, Perry, Pierce           All in favor, any opposed, motion carries.  Mayor Lumpkin read the resolution and asked for another motion.
Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to go into Executive Session at 6:59 P.M.  Councilmember Pierce made the motion to enter Executive Session to discuss personnel and litigation.  Councilmember Jordan made the Second.    Ayes:  Pierce, Jordan, Burgess, Perry, Smith
Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:44 P.M.  Councilmember Pierce made the motion to adjourn the meeting and Councilmember Burgess made the Second.                   Ayes:  Pierce, Burgess, Smith, Perry, Jordan 


                                                                                                             ___________________________________________
                                                                                                              City Clerk


Approved this 6th day of February 2025

_____________________________________
Mayor



                                                                           




     




 
