Ashburn City Council Special Called Meeting
Thursday, March 17, 2022
5:30 P.M.

Present:  Mayor Lumpkin, City Manager Mrs. Caldwell, City Clerk Miss Hill, Councilmember Pierce, Attorney Tommy Coleman, Councilmember Smith, and Councilmember Rockwell

Guests:  Major Purvis, Adam Lavender, Robert Cornejo and Doug Gephart with Davenport Public Finance, Mrs. Jefferson, Nicole Ranew, Ezra Robinson, Ben Baker, Mike Mastrario

Mayor Lumpkin discussed our deciding to do a combined utility refunding revenue bond towards the end of 2021.  Mr. Robert Cornejo came forward and discussed this in more detail.  He stated that Signature Bank was the winning bank with the lowest rate of 2.171 percent.  The savings were close to $600,000 and roughly $55,000 annually for the next ten years.  Mr. Cornejo suggests that we accept the 2.171 percent refinance from Signature Bank because it is one of the best rates.  The papers would be validated and signed on today so that the April 14, 2022 deadline would be met.  Attorney Coleman discussed the validation process and said that this was normal procedure to make sure there were no problems later.  Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to pass the resolution to accept the refinance from Signature Bank for the Combined Utility Refunding Revenue Bond, Series 2022.  The motion was made by Councilmember Pierce and Seconded by Councilmember Rockwell.
Ayes:  Pierce, Rockwell, Smith

Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to adjourn the special called meeting at 5:38 P.M.  Councilmember Pierce made the motion and it was Seconded by Councilmember Smith.
Ayes:  Pierce, Smith, Rockwell


PUBLIC HEARING
City of Ashburn, Georgia
Community Development Block Grant Application (CDBG)
Thursday, March 17, 2022
6:00 P.M.

Present:  Mayor Lumpkin, City Manager Mrs. Caldwell, City Clerk Miss Hill, Councilmember Pierce, Attorney Tommy Coleman, Councilmember Smith, Councilmember Rockwell, and Councilmember Jordan, by phone

Guests:  Major Purvis, Adam Lavender, Mrs. Jefferson, Nicole Ranew, Ezra Robinson, Ben Baker, Mike Mastrario, Nletta Bert, Betty Graddic, Shirley Roberts, Rhonda Walker, Vickie Clark, Edythe Washington, Gloria Simms, Roderick Sims, Jacqueline Daniels, Zetta Daniels-Terry, John H. Stevens, John Mack, Howard Jordan, Kenny Guy and unknown child

City Manager Caldwell explained that non-entitlement cities, such as our city, are eligible for the grant.  There are eligible projects that you may apply for such as water/sewer and storm drainage.  She explained that we are not looking over the elderly, streets and such; but we have to get whatever the state thinks is more important for us at the time.  A wastewater and sewer grant has already been awarded.

City Manager asked the audience what they would like to see?   Mayor Lumpkin opened the floor for any comments from the audience. 
Mike Mastrario spoke about the city roads and streets are horrible and alleys are even worse;  Mrs. Gloria Simms spoke about infrastructure, and environmental sewage over spills that are harmful to residents;  Edythe Washington spoke about the street and roads ; Rhonda Walker spoke about the cul-de-sacs off of South Lee Street, dilapidated houses, and homeless shelters; Howard Jordan spoke about roads, streets, cul-de-sacs and senior citizens with nothing to do or no place to go; Mr. Roderick Simms wanted to know what does it take for us to get the money and when we get it, can we use it for anything else?  Mr. Simms asked what is our best option?
Mrs. Jefferson spoke concerning the grant application and that we get what is offered and let that be the heavy lifting for the city, then apply for what else is needed; Shirley Roberts spoke about a hospital being needed.  City Manager Caldwell explained that several boards would have to be involved in getting a hospital here.  She stated that one million dollars would not even provide two doctors or a carport. Rhonda Walker asked if the city had a grant writer in mind?  Mayor Lumpkin explained that the city would be using Bob Roberson, the grant writer for the City of Ashburn.  Betty Graddic wanted to know if the city got this grant, could they go back and ask for another one?  She said that Martin Luther King Jr. Drive really needs to be fixed due to it damaging people’s tires on their cars.  Miss Graddic also said don’t forget about us senior citizens either.

The public hearing was closed at 6:20 P.M. by Mayor Lumpkin.


Ashburn City Council Work Session Meeting
Thursday, March 17, 2022
6:20 P.M.

Mayor Lumpkin opened the meeting with Roll Call, Prayer by Councilmember Pierce, and the Pledge of Allegiance.

Present:  Mayor Lumpkin, City Manager Mrs. Caldwell, City Clerk Miss Hill, Councilmember Pierce, Attorney Tommy Coleman, Councilmember Smith, Councilmember Rockwell, and Councilmember Jordan by phone

Guests:  Major Purvis, Adam Lavender, Mrs. Jefferson, Nicole Ranew, Ezra Robinson, Ben Baker, Mike Mastrario, Nletta Bert, Betty Graddic, Jacqueline Daniels, Zetta Daniels Terry, Howard Jordan, Kenny Guy, Fire Chief Turner

Mike Mastrario discussed Bit Coin Mining.  He stated that this type business would put a huge drain on the electrical power grid.  He said that Adel, Georgia allowed one to come to their city and wish that they had not.  The business causes a lot of noise and uses a lot of electricity.  You can’t stop them from coming to your city, but you can limit where they can go.  The City of Tifton did a moratorium for 90 days concerning this type business.  Mike said that he is against a Bit Coin business coming here.

Adam Lavender gave his department update.  He advised that 17 million gallons of water was pumped and 3 leaks were repaired on East Washington Avenue.  A total of 2 meters were changed out.  American Tank inspected the water tanks.  The water loss audit was submitted before the deadline.  The sanitary survey done on February 22, 2022 has been done and it showed the wells are not up to par.  No major well work has been done.  Six samples done per month instead of five.  He still has a shortage of employees.  

Five thousand MCF’s of gas was purchased, eleven meters were painted in February.  One gas leak investigation and there is still a grade 3 leak on Bussey Road.
Seventeen thousand gallons of propane delivered.  Three service calls in February.  The bulk tank still needs painting.
Busted force main at MLK Lift station.  The sewage lift pump was replaced on Mill Street.  Eighteen sewer rods were done in February.  Two employee positions have been posted.  The Splash Pad is operational except for one touch pad.  Seventy-three locates since Broadband is being done.  Sedric Carithers Drive has a 16 inch casing for future establishments.  A brand new meter installed for well.

Fire Chief Turner said that firefighter Smith and Weaver are going to firefighter medical response training in Forsyth.  The fire hydrants are going to be repainted.  There is a total of 219 hydrants.  April 2nd and 3rd, 2022 there will be a vehicle extraction class.  On April 26, 2022, fire chief’s training will be held in Savannah.  There was arson of a car.  On March 4, 2022, Georgia Forestry contacted Ashburn Fire about a bad fire.  They needed our help with 5,600 gallons of water.

Major Purvis discussed the Fire Ant Festival.  He said that the circus starts to come in on March 18, 2022.  He has started accreditation.  He said that policy and procedure is hard right now.  The cornerstone of the program is:  professionalism, operational guidance, positive community support, transparency, ethical conduct, and liability protection(vests have to be worn).  Once the contract has been signed, you have three years to implement.  The Power DMS starts on April 1, 2022.  The application fee is $375.00 and $375.00 yearly.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mayor Lumpkin discussed the wearing of face masks.  The staff has been abused heavily from customers concerning the wearing of face masks.  Mayor Lumpkin does not want to stop the wearing of masks all together, she just wants to make it a choice for now.  City Hall will now allow masks to be worn by all who wants to.  Betty Graddic said that the masks are to protect the customer and the employee.  If the person does not want to wear a mask, they should use the dropbox.  Mayor Lumpkin asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Councilmember Pierce made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:57 P.M.  It was Seconded by Councilmember Rockwell.
Ayes:  Pierce, Rockwell, Smith
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Approved this 7th day of April 2022
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